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Letter from the Under-Secretary-General

Esteemed delegates,
I would like to formally welcome you to Altitude Model UN! We are thrilled to be receiving you in the
beautiful New York City. After almost three years since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, we are excited to
finally return to presencial MUN activities. Altitude Model UN is a simulation program that exists thanks to an
important team of college student organizers from across the globe engaged in a collective effort, all the while
inviting the best young delegates of the world to test their diplomatic acumen in an academic environment next to
none! Our educational methodology is unique in its form, allowing you to polish your strengths as well as identify
areas of opportunity that only show up some years after you begin your MUN careers.
You will be arriving in a simulation, and dare I say, a city that has been changed as have we all due to
COVID-19. The importance of principled diplomacy, dialogue, and multilateral solutions has been set too low by our
current Heads of State, business leaders, and international organizations. Most urgently, empathy has become a
buzzword for various figures calling for change, with widely differing results depending how honest this use was. I
mention this because the ‘Our Common Agenda’ report wants you, the participants, to acquire skills that we believe
are key to improving the world we live in. With some of our themes being “making peace with nature… healing
geopolitical rifts [and] launching a reset for the 21st century”. I do not feel I exaggerate when I say that we must
regroup and touch ground to see what is next after the last three years.
This last point is crucial for your resolutions and the debate you will bring with you after extensive policy
research to accurately display your assigned country’s position. Our background guides have been written by
professionals proud of their research capabilities, but I ask that you conduct much more regarding your own
delegation’s stances. The educational nature of Altitude MUN, even if prizes for delegate performance do exist, will
reward you much more for your future simulations, education, and even your professional careers. I still remember
the last country I represented as a delegate vividly, as well as its history, its voting record, and the profile that makes
it act in a certain way. This enriches not only our MUN, but your paths, wherever they may lead. So learn. Do so
avidly. And become your country’s advocate with the same passion we have to become your Secretariat.

Yours sincerely,
Diego Zermeño Sánchez
Under-Secretary-General of Middle School Committee.
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The Committee
United Nations Children’s Fund

Committee Overview

On the 11th of December, 1946, the United
Nations General Assembly established UNICEF –
the United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund, currently only referred to as
the United Nations Children's Fund. Upon its
establishment, its main aim was to assist the
women and children harmed by World War II
with the provision of food and healthcare to
those affected. This form of emergency
previously established was the reason it was
coined to be an ‘Emergency Fund’. By 1950,
UNICEF developed its mandate in order to
respond to the general needs of women and
children residing in developing countries. The
formulation of UNICEF as we know it to be today,
was largely influenced by the transformation of
its emergency plan, into a long-term form of aid.
Following this shift in its response plan, in 1953
UNICEF became an official part of the United
Nations system. At this point, the words
‘international’ and ‘emergency’ were eliminated
from its official committee name, reflecting its
new intentions and broader goal. In 1965,
UNICEF was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace.
UNICEF is governed by an executive board that is
composed of 36 member states. The Economic

and Social Council is in charge of electing these
member states, which in turn serve a three-year
term. The regions served by UNICEF have a
certain number of seats on the executive board.
By doing this, all regions being served are a
proper form of representation. Furthermore,
UNICEF is actively working in more than 190
countries worldwide, and it is headquartered in
New York City, USA. This committee is
completely reliant on voluntary funding. The
contributors of such funding are governments,
intergovernmental organizations, foundations,
the individuals and the private sector. As of
2020, the amount of contributions collected by
UNICEF, exceeded US$7 billion. One of the
largest financial contributors to the committee is
the public sector, as their funding amounts to
US$5.45
billion.
The
governments who
contributed the most are the United States of
America, Germany, and the European Union. The
private sector also plays an integral role in
collecting funds, as their contributions amount
to US$1.6 billion.

UNICEF follows the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, which was established in 1989. It is an
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international agreement which historically
became a pivotal point in the advocacy of human
rights. This convention lays out a set of ethical
principles and international norms aimed at
improving how children are treated around the
world. This convention had a great impact on
the way countries tackled issues regarding child
rights. Many governments reformed their laws
and policies in order to encourage investments
in children's healthcare systems as well as
mechanisms to protect them from violence and
exploitation.
UNICEF cites numerous reasons why children's
rights are protected under a distinct human
rights convention. First and foremost, children
are individuals. Many people wrongly assume
that children are the property of their parents or
the state because of their age and dependency on
older people. This assumption is harmful and out
of place. As stated above, they are individuals
entitled to their own rights; they are not
possessions of neither the state nor their legal
guardians.

are not effectively addressed as a result of
shortsighted policymaking, it has a long-term
negative impact on society. The fourth factor has
a lot to do with children's health and well-being.
It is a well-known reality that today's children
will grow up to be tomorrow's adults. As a result,
considering children's well-being is a necessary
step toward creating a decent society for the
future. Finally, social responsibility is the sixth
reason why providing a framework of rights
dedicated to children is critical. The experiences
that children are faced with early in their lives,
according to social research studies, have a
significant impact on their future development.
This means that their contribution to society
throughout the development of their lives is
dependent
on
their
childhoods.
This
contribution to society is in other words, the cost
to society. The less attention they are given as
children, the more they will cost society in the
future.

The second reason as to why they are singled
out, is due to the fact that their starting point in
life comes from a perspective of complete
dependency. This dependency manifests itself in
the form of advice and guidance that youngsters
seek from adults, until they are able to acquire
independence. This guidance is usually given
from adult family members. When primary
caregivers are unable to provide proper
direction, it is critical for the state to intervene
to correct the situation.
The third reason is that governmental actions
have great influence on all other societal groups.
Most aspects of government policy, ranging
from public affairs to education, have an impact
on the lives of children. When children's needs
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At a Glance: The Conference

The Flow of Debate

Key Terms and Concepts
●

Absolute Majority: Also known as a two-thirds majority, an absolute majority is ⅔ of the quorum
(or 66.7% of the quorum). Assuming a committee quorum is 60, the absolute majority would be
two-thirds of 60, which is 40.

●

Decorum: The constant order and respect expected from all members of the committee
throughout the Conference.

●

Draft Resolution: Once delegates have compiled their ideas through the working paper, delegates
must transform them into an official resolution format. This formal document is known as a Draft
Resolution. The reason behind it incorporating the word ‘draft’ is because the resolution is yet to
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be adopted by the Committee. Moreover, a Committee may have more than one Draft Resolution
but it can only have one official resolution at the end.
●

Friendly Amendment: Amendments are considered friendly if all of the sponsors of the original
Draft Resolution agree to it.

●

Interruptive Points: Interruptive points are those that can be put forth at any time during the
debate process. However, at Altitude MUN, the interruptive points cannot be used to interrupt a
delegate giving a speech.

●

Motion: Delegates will use motions to move from one part of the debate to another. As such,
motions will be the outlet used to decide upon the next course of action throughout the
conference.

●

Non-Interruptive Points: Unlike interruptive points, non-interruptive points can only be used
when a Chairperson explicitly asks if there are any points or motions on the floor.

●

Point: Contrary to motions, which delegates put forth to decide upon the next course of the
debate, points are used for the sole purpose of facilitating the conference’s procedure.

●

Present: Delegates can vote on a resolution with ‘yes’, ‘no’, or ‘abstention’.

●

Present and Voting: Delegates have to vote on a resolution with either a ‘yes’ or ‘no’.

●

Roll Call: The first part of the Conference is known as the roll call. During the roll call, the name of
each participating nation will be called aloud in alphabetical order by the Dais. Delegates can
either respond with ‘present’ or ‘present and voting’. A roll call will be taken everytime delegates
reconvene at the conference setting after postponement of the debate.

●

Sponsors: The nations that have contributed the most in terms of developing a particular
document, particularly the Draft Resolution.

●

Signatories: Signatories are nations that wish to see a certain document debated. Signatories do
not have to be members of the bloc writing the document.

●

Simple Majority: A simple majority is 50% of the quorum plus ‘1’. For instance, let us assume that
the quorum for a committee is 60. Therefore, the simple majority for this committee would be 31.

●

Quorum: The total number of nations present at the committee.

●

Unfriendly Amendment: Amendments are considered unfriendly if at least one of the sponsors of
the original Draft Resolution disagrees with it.

●

Working Paper: The first step in the resolution formation process, the working paper is an
informal document where delegates can begin gathering ideas and forming solutions in point
format. It essentially a ‘rough draft’ of the Draft Resolution that will follow.
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●

Yields: If a delegate finishes their Speakers List speech and still has some speaking time to spare,
they must yield their time. Delegates can either yield their time to the Chairperson, to questions,
or to another delegate. Delegates should note that they only have the option to yield their time
during the formal debate (the Speakers List).

Rules of Debate
Written Motions
Instead of voicing them aloud, these motions are written on formal notes and delivered to the
Chairperson by way of an Usher.
Format:
From: Delegates should insert the full names of their nations here.
To: Chairperson
Purpose:
●

Appeal to the Chairperson’s Decision: If the delegate wishes to motion for an appeal to the
Chairperson’s decision, the purpose should look similar to the following:

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions for an appeal to the Chairperson’s decision because
(insert reasoning behind the appeal).”
●

Right of Reply: If the delegate wishes to motion for a right of reply, the purpose should look
similar to the following:

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions for a right of reply to (insert full name of target nation)
because (insert reasoning behind the right of reply).”
Verbal Motions
These motions can be verbalized aloud when the Committee Chairperson opens the floor for any points
or motions. One significant aspect to take into account is that verbal motions need to be seconded.
The Debate
“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to open the debate to discuss (input the Committee
topic).”
●

The Speakers List

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to set the Speakers List for a speaker’s time of (insert the
suggested length of speaking time per delegate).”
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To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Moderated Caucus

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to suspend the debate and move into a moderated
caucus with a total time of (insert total duration of the caucus) and a speaker’s time of (insert the suggested
length of speaking time per delegate) to discuss (insert desired topic).”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Unmoderated Caucus

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to suspend the debate and move into an unmoderated
caucus for a total time of (insert total duration of the caucus) to (insert desired purpose of unmoderated
caucus).”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Consultation of the Whole

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to suspend the debate and move into a consultation of
the whole for a total time of (insert total duration of the caucus) to discuss (insert desired topic of discussion).”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Adjournment and Resumption of Debate

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to adjourn the meeting for the purpose of (insert the
purpose of adjournment).”
“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to resume the debate.”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Closure of Debate

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to close the debate and move into the introduction of
draft resolutions.”
To pass, this motion requires an absolute majority.
●

Debate on Amendments

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to close the introduction of draft resolutions and
commence the debate on amendments.”
To pass, this motion requires an absolute majority.
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To pass, each amendment requires a simple majority.
●

Voting on Resolutions

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to close the debate on amendments and commence the
Resolution voting procedure.”
To pass, this motion requires an absolute majority.
In order to pass and become the Committee’s official Resolution, the Draft should garner at least a
simple majority.
Points
Interruptive Points
●

Point of Personal Privilege:

This point can be utilized by a delegate whenever they experience a certain personal discomfort that
hinders their ability to fully participate in the conference at hand.
●

Point of Order:

A point of order is brought up when a delegate feels as though the rules of procedure have been broken.
Non-Interruptive Points
●

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry:

This point can be used whenever a delegate would like to ask the Dais members a question regarding the
overall rules of procedure.
●

Point of Information:

A point of information, also known as a point of inquiry, can be exercised by delegates whenever they
would like to ask a question regarding something they do not understand about the issue at hand.

Resolution Formation Process
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Flow and Structure of a Draft Resolution

9

The Topic
‘Addressing the Increased Risk of Child Marriage in a Post-COVID-19 World’

Topic Overview
In order to fully comprehend this topic, there are
two main parameters to be outlined. The core
problem - child marriage – is the first
parameter to be addressed. Once all the
fundamental roots of this problem have been
covered and understood, the second parameter,
impact COVID-19 has on raising the likelihood of
child marriage, is to be addressed. The reason
behind dividing the two, is because COVID-19 is
not the leading cause of child marriages, it is
instead a catalyst that increases the rate of child
marriages globally. The issue of child marriage
was present before COVID-19 hit, and it will
most probably be present after the pandemic is
resolved. Thus, in order for delegates to be able
to properly develop solutions regarding the
topic, they must be able to fully grasp all
dynamics of the problem. It is vital to
understand that UNICEF considers child
marriage to be a kind of child abuse, and the
occuerence of the pandemic is reinforced and
intensified the rate at which this form of
violence is arising.
What is Child Marriage & How to Identify It?
Child marriage refers to any marriage where
there is at least one party under the age of 18.
There are many forms through which child
marriage manifests itself. The marriage could be
either a formal or informal one; and the child
affected by the union could be a boy or a girl. As
long as this child is living with a partner as if

he/she is married, this is considered to be
another form of child marriage. To illustrate this
point more clearly a set of case studies will be
outlined. These case studies will serve as
examples to aid delegates in being able to
identify different scenarios of child marriage.
Note that although early marriage is present to
both boys and girls, it is far more prevalent
among young girls.

Case 1 – Maja
Maja was living in a Serbian Roma village. When
she was pawned off to be married, she was just 11
years old. Her parents exchanged a chicken, a
six-pack of beer, and €100 for her life. She didn't
have a say in the situation, and she was stuck
with it for the rest of her life. In this situation,
social/cultural norms were the primary factor
that led Maja to experience this injustice.
Because these customs are popular, her sisters
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fled, leaving her as the lone child available for
sale.
Case 2 – Zulaikha
Zulaikha was forced to marry at the age of 15.
Prior to this, she was attending school in
Afghanistan with the hopes of one day becoming
a doctor. However, during this year, her
poverty-stricken family forced her hand in
marriage to a man who was more than twice her
age. It is important to note that Zulaikha very
clearly and explicitly protested against this
marriage. However, despite her efforts, she was
still forced into the arrangement. This brought
with it a whole set of hardships. Not only was her
husband unemployed and unfit to provide for
her, he was also abusive. In addition to social
norms, the main influence that cause this child
marriage was poverty. As stated above, it is her
family’s poor financial state that was the main
factor in forcing this marriage. If the family was
of a different financial state, it is possible that
Zulaikha would not have had to experience such
suffering.
Case 3 – Gloria
At the age of 12, Gloria had no other option than
to marry a man who was 35 years old. Gloria’s
parents tried to make a living by catching fish.
Their intention was to provide for her and her 10
siblings. Although this family’s living conditions
were already difficult, when Gloria’s father died,
the struggle increased exponentially. The weight
of providing for the family rested on the
shoulders of the mother. Due to the lack of
proper facilities to protect this family, the
mother decided the best method to protect her
family was to marry Gloria off to a man, in
exchange for her well-being, and a certain
amount of money for her other children. This

backfired; the man did not offer the dowry
previously agreed on, and he did not allow Gloria
any form of freedom. He got her pregnant and
then passed away. Also, due to her young age,
her body was not developed enough to withstand
a pregnancy, so the child also passed away.
Gloria was then married off to this man’s
brother. He was also abusive and controlling. By
analyzing this case, it is clear that poverty is the
main influence behind this child marriage.
However, it is important to notice this case
outlines two reasons as to why her family was in
a poor financial state. Not only did her parents
have a low income job, but they also had more
children than they could financially handle.
Influences of Child Marriage
Poverty, tradition, and survival. These are the
three most common reasons for the incidence of
child marriages. Today, there are roughly 650
million women under the age of 18 who have
been married. The above case studies provide a
very minimal context to a very wide topic. There
are a variety of factors inducing early marriages.
As seen in the case studies above, there is no
single explanation why child marriages occur. It
is a very situational and complex topic. Despite
the fact that a range of factors influence this
social injustice, child marriages are frequently
linked to countries with low economic growth. In
addition, as seen above, the majority of those
who are victims of child marriage are women.
This configuration is one-sixth as common in
boys as it is in girls, according to research.
The Impact COVID-19 Has on Child Marriages
Since the general framework of the topic at hand
has been outlined above, it is now suitable to
introduce the second parameter of the problem
at hand. This section will focus on the role
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COVID-19 played in increasing the amount of
child marriages around the world. The pandemic
has thrown children's and families' lives into
disarray around the world, jeopardizing the
effectiveness of programs established that target
the elimination child marriage by the year 2030.
Prior to COVID-19, around 100 million girls
around the world were at risk of child marriage.
However, this problem was being remedied
through various significant efforts. Around 25
million child marriages were prevented over the
last decade, lowering the proportion of young
women marrying early from 1 in 4 to 1 in 5. The
fundamental conflict presented by COVID-19 is
the negative impact it is having on the progress
that has been made with respect to this topic.
Families, communities, and economies that were
already placed in difficult situations are facing
even harsher and more devastating conditions.
COVID-19 has put 10 million more girls at danger
of underage marriage. “The pandemic is creating
the ‘perfect storm’ of risks for child
marriage…With each subsequent pandemic
‘wave’, the economic shock magnifies, sending
out ripple effects that amplify the risk of child
marriage
for
vulnerable
girls
and
families.”(UNICEF, 2021)

Topic in Depth
As established, child marriage is a worldwide
issue that primarily affects underdeveloped
countries. This is not a new dilemma; it stems

from groups and societies that have been
conditioned to live in impoverished and destitute
environments. Today, child marriages are not as
common as they were historically, yet they are
still present in large amounts. As mentioned,
this phenomenon is concentrated in developing
nations, but it is not limited to such nations as it
is a global occurrence practiced across various
cultures, religions, and ethnicities. Thus, this
topics’ history is not one that can be outlined on
a timeline, it is instead anchored in
socio-cultural perspectives. In other words, it is
contextual. Historically and up to the present
day, there are a few set determinants of child
marriage. The legal framework of a country, its
sociocultural factors, the accessibility and
quality of public services, and change-resisting
pressure groups. The severity of the presence of
these determinants define the presence and
intensity of child marriages within a certain
context.
The Legal Framework
It’s needless to say that the legal framework a
country sets in regards to child marriages plays a
vital role in how this country’s population
perceives and practices it. It may even be
considered to be a faulty ‘moral compass’, as
people often use the law to defend their actions.
If the law states that such an action is legally
okay, then this is a green light for people to
accept and normalize such a practice. In
numerous countries, the legal status of child
marriage is governed by a complicated web of
laws that includes civil law, criminal law, and
family law. These parallel laws erode the
protections provided by civil law, and subject
girls from certain religious and ethnic groups to
child marriage. Throughout history, the legal
framework did not act as an antagonistic force in
regards to early marriages. Instead, they aided in

12

enforcing gender inequalities and child
marriages. With parental consent, females can
marry younger than boys in sixty-one countries
around the world, with 52 of them permitting
girls to marry when they are two to four years
younger. This information demonstrates how
the law favors child marriage and consequently
encourages it, as well as how the law
disproportionately affects girls. Girls under the
age of 18 can lawfully marry in 23 countries
across
the
globe.
Furthermore,
when
assessments take into consideration religious
and/or customary law exceptions to the civil law
minimum age for marriage, girls in 33 countries
are lawfully permitted to marry before the age of
18. The Beijing Platform for Action in 1995
played a crucial role in remedying this issue. In
2005, a decade after the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action was established, the
minimum ages for marriages around the world
began to improve. Countries that set no
minimum age for girls to marry rounded to 2%,
1% of countries had allowed girls to marry at the
age of nine years old, 3% had set the minimum
age at 14 or 15, and ten percent had set it at 16 or
17. These numbers further developed. By 2013,
1% (previously 2%) had still not established a
minimum age of marriage for girls, 1% still
allowed girls to marry as young as nine years
old, amount of countries establishing a
minimum age of 14 or 15 was reduced to 1%, and
9% of countries set the minimum age to be 16 or
17 years old.
The Sociocultural Factors
The sociocultural norms that are set, place a
certain value on the lives of children, and
specifically young girls. In contexts where
society is no longer fixated on practicing
harmful cultural practices of the past,
sociocultural norms do not provide a severe

threat to children. It is in countries that are less
developed, where this threat is relatively more
severe. This does not mean that more advanced
countries do not suffer from early marriages, it
simply means that a larger proportion of them
are centralized in less developed countries. In
most societies, child marriage formulates a
strong link with gender inequality.
In the same way the law set by the government is
intended to provide a framework of what is right
and wrong, Least Developed Countries (LDC’s)
are guided by a cultural set of rules that outline
what is accepted and what is not. One of these set
of rules is, for example, linking the social status
of a woman to her marital status. Women are
viewed as wives, and mothers; in certain
contexts. This perception of women stems from
a socially and culturally set standard. If it is not
achieved, a woman loses some sort of value in
the eyes of the community. Another strategy
used, is marrying off women as soon as they hit
puberty, in order to avoid the occurrence of an
illegitimate pregnancy. Shame is brought upon
the whole family if a woman gets pregnant
without being married. In this case, not only the
woman loses value in the eyes of the community,
but so does the family.
There is also a big issue regarding access to
education women get, as many communities
believe it to be risky to send young girls to
school. If a young girl is sent to school, she
becomes at risk to marry at an unfavorable age,
and this is yet another thing communities do not
accept in certain regions. So, in order to avoid
this altogether, many families decide not to send
their children to school. On another note,
marriage is often viewed as a financial
transaction
between
families
within
a
community. When a family is suffering from a
financial burden, it is a social norm to marry
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their child off to someone in order to ease the
economic pressures within a household.
Sometimes the marriage is even used as a source
of income for the family.
Sub-Saharan Africa

Sub-Saharan Africa is one of the regions with the
highest prevalence of child marriages, where
37% of women within this region are married
before the age of 18. Within sub-Saharan Africa,
Niger specifically has a significantly large
amount of child marriages. In addition to having
the most alarming rate of child marriages, it is
also making the slowest progress when it comes
to lowering the amount of early marital unions.
This is probably one of the best cases to be used
to exemplify the history of this topic, as it still
holds onto many socio-cultural practices that
are rooted in the establishment of child
marriages. When it comes to the legal framework
regarding child marriages in Niger, child
marriage is addressed through family law. This
is a branch of law derived from a variety of
sources, including the Civil Code, customs, and
international legal treaties. The Civil Code sets

the minimum age for marriage at 18 years for
boys and 15 years for girls, showing a significant
gender imbalance in the topic, yet most
marriages are conducted under customary law.
Although minors could still be married at a lower
age with their parents' approval, a revision to
the Civil Code raised the legal age of marriage for
both boys and girls to 21 years. Most of the
socio-cultural factors in Niger that promote
early marriages have already been highlighted
above. These factors include marrying children
off to avoid pregnancies outside of marriage,
linking one’s marital status to their social status,
and refraining from placing little girls in schools
as it is thought to be a place of danger. Some of
these social norms are so drastic to the extent
where some believe that young girls should be
married prior to their first periods, because
bloodstained clothing can be misinterpreted as a
loss of virginity, causing embarrassment to the
family. Overall, in this region, child marriage is
considered to be a method of protection of a
woman and her dignity, when it is in fact is quite
harmful.

South Asia
South Asia is a region that suffers from very high
rates of child marriage. As mentioned before,
even though child marriage affects both young
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boys and girls, it affects young girls much more
severely. It has adverse effects on these young
girls’ development with respect to their physical
and psychological health. The prevalence of child
marriage varies greatly between and within
countries
of
this
region.
Bangladesh,
Afghanistan, India, and Nepal have the highest
rates of child marriage in the region. Due to the
high occurrence of child marriage in these four
countries, they are referred to as the 'hot spots'
of the region. Child marriage affects females the

most in rural zones, and the problem is
particularly severe in rural Bangladesh, where 70
percent of girls marry young. Bangladesh also
has the fourth highest rate of child marriages
globally. Nepal has the highest rate of child
marriages among both girls and boys in the
region. The interplay of economic, social, and
cultural factors affecting this problem are
similar to those outlined in the case above.
Generally, it is a social norm to marry young
girls off within certain communites.
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The role COVID-19 plays in the development of
this issue is very harmful as it has adverse effects
on the progress being made on this topic. The
pandemic affected the access women and
children had to certain educational and health
care facilities. 420 million children in this region
are predicted to be out of school as a result of the
control measures employed, in addition to this
4.5 million young girls expected to never return
to school. This is a trigger to increase the
amount of girls vulnerable to child marriages.

Pertinent Features
Health
Getting married at a young age has many
consequences when it comes to the child's
physical and psychological state. Young girls
specifically suffer greatly when it comes to their
physical health because they are vulnerable to
adolescent pregnancy, gender-based violence,
sexually transmitted diseases, and female
genital mutilation (FGM). Children’s bodies and
mental states are usually too fragile to handle
the health stresses associated with marriage.
Children are at a disadvantage since they have
not yet matured and discovered the intricacies of
a marriage relationship.
Early childbearing is often considered to be
caused by child marriage, but in some cases it is
also a consequence. In the rare occasions where
young girls get pregnant outside of a marital
union, they are usually forced into a marriage
because in many regions this is a social taboo.
Most cases of adolescent pregnancies are
localized in low-income countries. Around 21
million girls, situated in low income regions,
suffer from early pregnancies. Although it is
estimated that 21 million girls get pregnant, only
12 million of them give birth. This is due to
complications young girls face when getting

pregnant too young because their reproductive
health systems are too weak to handle the
physical strains associated with pregnancy. This
statistic refers to pregnancies of young girls
aged 15-18, but there are girls younger than the
age of 15 who also suffer from early pregnancies.
Approximately 770,000 girls, located in low
income countries and are aged less than 15 years,
withstand child pregnancies. These numbers are
consequences of a variety of factors. Young girls
often do not have access to methods of
contraception, nor do they have the luxury to
undergo a safe abortion.
In the regions that suffer from high levels of
unwanted pregnancies, young girls resort to
clandestine abortions, due to the harsh laws
against such an act. These procedures put the
girls’ lives at risk, and it is estimated that 8-11%
of maternal deaths are a consequence to
abortions executed by unqualified practitioners.
Another consequence of early pregnancies, is the
risk of an adolescent’s newborn child to have
poor health. The children of young girls are
usually placed at a disadvantage in life as they
are expected to have several issues when it
comes to their health. Low birth weight,
premature birth, and severe malnutrition are all
risks faced by the children of women giving birth
too early. Thus, there is a social responsibility to
protect the women suffering from early
marriage, and the children they might bring into
this world as they are automatically placed at a
disadvantage in life. In addition to the unsafe
pregnancies that occur, young girls are at a
higher risk of catching sexually transmitted
diseases. Young girls frequently suffer as a result
of their lack of control over personal health
decisions. They have limited access to
contraception, and they are frequently subjected
to hazardous sexual activity as a result of social
demands to prove their fertility. The rate of HIV
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caught by men is disproportionate to that caught
by women; it is a ratio of 3:7. For every 3 boys
suffering from HIV, there are 7 girls from the
same age suffering from it too.

of a ‘shadowing pandemic’ – the increase of
gender based violence.

Gender Inequality
It is established that the amount of young girls
suffering from child marriages exceeds the
amount of boys. For every boy suffering from an
early marriage, there are six girls suffering from
the same issue. This illustrates the correlation
between gender inequality and child marriage.
Gender inequality is rooted in patriarchal
systems that do not value women and girls, and
consider them to be inferior to the men of the
society. This leads to the value of women to be
correlated to their virginity, and the roles they
play as wives and mothers. In underdeveloped
communities that adopt such values, men
consider themselves dominant and entitled to
act as they please within a marriage.
This leads to the manifestation of gender-based
violence. Gender-based violence is a form of
physical
and/or
sexual
violence
that
disproportionately
affects
women,
as
established by the Committee on Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).
Approximately 1 out of 3 women suffer from this
form of violence. Girls that are married under the
age of 15, are more likely to suffer from
gender-based violence than those who are above
the age of 18. This is why, on an international
level, child marriage is considered to a violation
of human rights. During, and after the COVID-19
pandemic, it has been shown that the
occurrences of gender-based violence has
increased. The imposition of the quarantine was
a necessity in order to counter the health
damages caused by COVID-19. However, this
quarantine unintentionally caused the creation

Impact of COVID-19 on Protection and Prevention
UNICEF has established certain protective
measures and activities that aim to increase
awareness and help reduce the amount of child
marriages happening. Due to the lockdown, the
preventative measures taken by UNICEF with
respect to child marriages, have become
increasingly difficult to maintain. Travel
restrictions, physical distancing requirements,
the shutdown of healthcare and social services,
and lack of communal support are all examples
of some of the indirect causes of the increase in
the amount of child marriages happening around
the world. They are indirect causes because it
was the protection and prevention services
established by UNICEF and other organizations
that were helping reduce early marriages. As
these services came to a halt, so did the progress
being made. Access to education plays a major
role in the amount of child marriages occurring.
The higher the level of education, the lower the
rates of child marriages. However, education
became harder to access as a result of the
lockdown and the economic difficulties placed
on families throughout the pandemic.

Global Efforts
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The Beijing Platform for Action: 1995
The Fourth World Conference on Women, which
took place in Beijing in September 1995, had an
included 17,000 participants and 30,000
activists. The participants of this conference
were incredibly different, as they came from
various regions around the world. Despite their
differences, they united under one general goal,
the fight for women empowerment and gender
equality. In the end, 189 Governments agreed to
the commitments established during this
conference, and aimed to adopt them within
their individual countries. This platform aimed
to pinpoint 12 critical areas that required
attention in order to achieve equality between
genders. These 12 points outlined are as follows;
poverty; education and training; health;
violence; armed conflict; economy; power and
decision-making; institutional mechanisms;
human rights; media; environment; and the girl
child.
Since the establishment of this document in
1995, various institutions such as governments,
civil society, and other collaborators have been
working with the aim to promote gender equality
within public and private domains. The reason
this is relevant to the topic at hand, is due to the
correlation between gender inequality and child
marriages. Adopting this framework that targets
the general empowerment of women, this in
turn will affect the dynamic of child marriages
around the world. Although this platform for
action has caused significant advances to be
made around the world, progress has been slow.
The goal, which is to completely eliminate
gender inequality, has not yet been achieved by
any nation. This indicates that there is a need to
reform economic, political and social systems,
so that they align with the values established by
the Beijing Platform for Action.

UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to End Child
Marriage: 2016
UNICEF and the United Nations Populations
Fund united in 2016, to establish a Global
Programme aiming to put an end to child
marriages. This Global Program is based on the
premise that the children who are most
vulnerable to child marriage live in the most
difficult-to-reach areas. They belong to
underprivileged
communities,
low-income
families, and they are generally situated in rural
places. The Global Programme focused on 12
countries that suffer from high rates of child
marriage. These countries are Bangladesh,
Burkina
Faso,
Ethiopia,
Ghana,
India,
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Sierra Leone,
Uganda, Yemen and Zambia. Belgium, Canada,
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, and the United
Kingdom, as well as the European Union and
Zonta International are all supporters of the
Global Programme.
This initiative generated notable results by
establishing educational workshops on sexual
and reproductive health, providing young girls
with equipment to allow them to go to school
post COVID-19, creating ‘husband schools’ that
promote behavioral changes among boys and
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consequentially protect girls from early
marriages, and create online campaigns aiming
to reform the public’s opinions and promote
them to stand against child marriage. The Global
Programme unites various sectors in life such as
education, gender, health, etc. in order to create
positive results for young girls.
Adapting the Global Programme due to COVID-19
Travel and physical interactions became
increasingly
difficult
due
to
COVID-19.
According to global estimates, delaying the
implementation of initiatives to end child

marriage by one year will result in an estimated
7.4 million child marriages that would otherwise
be avoided. The Global Programme mentioned
above is adapting to the changes caused by the
pandemic in order to minimize this barrier in
progress that is expected. The Global Programme
outlined a new group of priorities to ensure the
continuity of progress within the previously
established 12 countries. The image below
outlines the shifts in the priorities of the global
program to accommodate the changes caused by
COVID-19.
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strengthening internal community
resilience.

Learning Outcomes
●

Delegates
will
foster
a
deeper
understanding of the contextual dynamics
of child marriages and their many
repercussions on the lives of children.

●

Delegates will learn how to creatively
transform
previously
established
solutions regarding child marriage into
new innovative ones that address the
topic at hand.

●

Delegates
will
understand
the
determinants of child marriages within a
country, and learn how to correlate social,
cultural, and economic factors to the rate
at which child marriages occur.

Recommendations
●

●

●

Delegates should develop international
action plans that are rational, budgeted,
operational, and relevant to the cultural
and traditional particularities of certain
regions.
Delegates should keep in mind that it is
not enough to outline action plans, these
plans should be provided with procedures
of execution - what to do and how to do it.
Delegates are to focus on methods to
strengthen community engagement as
COVID-19 has demonstrated the vitality of

●

Delegates are to address the severe health
repercussions associated with early
marriage and ensure that children have a
platform to voice their questions and
concerns during and post-pandemic.

●

Delegates should understand the
difference between equity and equality
when designing solutions; for example,
adolescents with disabilities should have
access to the same social protection and
educational opportunities.

●

As a response to COVID-19, delegates
should consider the virtual platform as a
tool to reach those in need, but keep in
mind the limitations of this platform due
to certain socio-economic conditions.

Questions to Consider
●

What is the economic state of your
country, and how does this affect the rate
of child marriages?

●

What is the legal approach taken by your
nation in regards to child marriage, and
what are the exceptions to this legal
framework?

●

Are there any cultural/traditional
practices in your nation that influence
child marriage?

●

What was the impact of COVID-19 on your
nation's economic and educational
systems?

●

How did COVID-19 affect the health
services provided to adolescents suffering
from child marriage?
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●

Are international agreements being implemented within your nation? If not, why?

●

How can we develop response strategies that will be relevant and effective during and after the
pandemic?

Annexes
Relevant Institutions
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Girls not Brides
Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE)
The Egyptian Foundation for Advancement of the Childhood Condition (EFACC)
Save the Children
Kapilvastu Integrated Development Services (KIDS)
Human Rights Watch
Plan International
The International Center for Research on Women (ICRW)

Relevant Legal Treaties, Frameworks, and Conventions
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
UNFPA–UNICEF Global Programme to End Child Marriage
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
Southern African Development Community (SADC) Protocol on Gender and Development
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (VDPA)
Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

Relevant Conferences
●

●
●
●
●
●

The Fourth World Conference on Women
International Conference on Child Marriage: Strength in Unity
The World Conference on Human Rights
International Conference on Child Rights
The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
United Nations World Summit for Children
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Further References
●
●
●
●

https://www.unicef.org/esa/media/7651/file/Child-Marriage-in-COVID-19-contexts.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yToMyZLdcEs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0b6FiQZPxG0
https://www.unicef.org/protection/unfpa-unicef-global-programme-end-child-marriage
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