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Letter from the Under-Secretary-General

Esteemed delegates,
I would like to formally welcome you to Altitude Model UN! We are thrilled to be receiving you in the
beautiful New York City. After almost three years since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, we are excited to
finally return to presencial MUN activities. Altitude Model UN is a simulation program that exists thanks to an
important team of college student organizers from across the globe engaged in a collective effort, all the while
inviting the best young delegates of the world to test their diplomatic acumen in an academic environment next to
none! Our educational methodology is unique in its form, allowing you to polish your strengths as well as identify
areas of opportunity that only show up some years after you begin your MUN careers.
You will be arriving in a simulation, and dare I say, a city that has been changed as have we all due to
COVID-19. The importance of principled diplomacy, dialogue, and multilateral solutions has been set too low by our
current Heads of State, business leaders, and international organizations. Most urgently, empathy has become a
buzzword for various figures calling for change, with widely differing results depending how honest this use was. I
mention this because the ‘Our Common Agenda’ report wants you, the participants, to acquire skills that we believe
are key to improving the world we live in. With some of our themes being “making peace with nature… healing
geopolitical rifts [and] launching a reset for the 21st century”. I do not feel I exaggerate when I say that we must
regroup and touch ground to see what is next after the last three years.
This last point is crucial for your resolutions and the debate you will bring with you after extensive policy
research to accurately display your assigned country’s position. Our background guides have been written by
professionals proud of their research capabilities, but I ask that you conduct much more regarding your own
delegation’s stances. The educational nature of Altitude MUN, even if prizes for delegate performance do exist, will
reward you much more for your future simulations, education, and even your professional careers. I still remember
the last country I represented as a delegate vividly, as well as its history, its voting record, and the profile that makes
it act in a certain way. This enriches not only our MUN, but your paths, wherever they may lead. So learn. Do so
avidly. And become your country’s advocate with the same passion we have to become your Secretariat.

Yours sincerely,
Diego Zermeño Sánchez
Under-Secretary-General of Middle School Committee.
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The Committee
United Nations Environment Programme

Committee Overview
The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) exists as a fund and a program of the
United Nations (UN). This organization
concentrates its efforts on ensuring local,
regional, and international coordination to
address the common pressing environmental
issues our planet faces. Through the years, UNEP
has progressed to become the global leading
authority on setting an environmental agenda.
Moreover, the organization takes this a step
further
and
implements
sustainable
development that not only conserves the natural
realm, but preserves the intricate balance
present between humanity’s actions and
environmental prosperity.

In terms of the organization’s history, UNEP was
first recommended at the 1972 UN Conference on
the Human Environment in Stockholm, Sweden.
6 months after its recommendation, the UN
General Assembly (GA) adopted resolution 2997,
which officially established UNEP. This
resolution cemented UNEP as the formal UN
body dedicated towards environmental affairs

and issues. The organization has further
solidified its presence over the years through the
coordination of a number of environmental
policies between UN agencies. Over time, the
organization has held a key role in identifying,
monitoring, and analyzing environmental
matters across the globe.
Structurally speaking, UNEP is led by the
Executive Director whose role includes chairing a
Senior Management Team. There have been a
number of Executive Directors since UNEP’s
creation. These include Maurice Strong, who was
UNEP’s first Executive Director and held that
position for 3 years, and Mostafa Kamal Tolba,
who took over the role after Maurice Strong. The
current acting Executive Director as of 2022 is
Inger Anderson, an environmentalist and
economist of Danish descent. In addition, UNEP
is currently governed by the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA). Before the
Assembly came into being, the organization was
governed through a Governing Council. Upon its
inception, this Council consisted of just 58
Members. However in 2013, the Council was
replaced by UNEA, which itself is composed of
193 Members. These Members meet on a biennial
basis for the purpose of setting the agenda. The
reasoning behind UNEA taking the place of the
Governing Council lies in the urgent need to
significantly reinforce and strengthen UNEP
after the 2012 UN Conference on Sustainable
Development. Moreover, the organization’s
governance is composed of a President, four
Vice-Presidents, a rapporteur, as well as the
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Secretariat who oversee the entirety of UNEP’s
activities.
UNEP is divided into a total of 8 separate
divisions. These include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Science Division
The Policy and Programme Division
The Ecosystems Division
The Law Division
The Economy Division
The Communication Division
The Corporate Services Division
The Governance Affairs Office

In terms of where UNEP lies within the UN
System, the organization reports immediately to
the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and
the GA. It should also be noted that UNEP's
current headquarters are situated within
Nairobi, Kenya, thereby making it one of only
two UN entities whose headquarters lie within a
developing nation.

UNEP’s primary source of funding is titled the
Environment Fund. This fund is mainly amassed
through voluntary contributions, whereby they
account for 95% of the organization’s budget.
These voluntary contributions locate their basis
within the Voluntary Indicative Scale (VISC).
VISC states that the organization’s Member
States are not forced to fund UNEP, yet they are

highly encouraged to provide such voluntary
contributions. In addition, UNEP’s Secretariat
and other governing bodies are supported by the
UN Regular Budget. This Regular Budget is also
utilized to coordinate the UN System overall and
to cooperate with other scientific communities
across the globe. In addition to these two sources
of income, there exist earmarked contributions,
which include those that are dedicated towards
specific nations, projects, or themes.
When it comes to UNEP’s mandate, the
organization strives to supply nations and the
global scientific community with the needed
technological
and
scientifically
accurate
information. This it achieves through both
efficient and accurate information-sharing.
Moreover, UNEP’s mandate also targets
strengthening its connections with other
organizations such as the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP). Through such
cooperation with other organizations, UNEP
succeeds in making sure that whatever projects
or programs that other UN entities initiate are
environmentally friendly in their approach,
especially through policy. Yet the organization
ventures even further than that by targeting the
implementation of such policy within regional
institutions or governmental frameworks. The
reasoning behind such measures is not only to
ensure
the
promotion
of
international
cooperation in regards to such environmental
policies, but to drive the establishment of new
policies.
As previously touched upon, UNEP continuously
monitors the state of the environment on a
regional and global basis. In turn, such essential
information can guide the development of
international environmental law. Subsequently,
the establishment of such laws enables the
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spread of such information as well as the proper
use of the instruments used to gather such data.
Moreover, the organization oversees 8 main
conventions which are:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Convention on Biological Diversity
The Convention on Climate Change
The Rotterdam Convention on Informed
Consent
The Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants
The Regional Seas Convention
The Convention on Migratory Species of
Wild Animals
The Convention on International Trade of
Endangered Species
The Convention on Desertification

Separate Secretariats are tasked with closely
monitoring
each
of
these
conventions.
Furthermore, these Secretariats must also
develop necessary programs and report upon
them in order to ensure their designated
conventions are upheld. The organization also
has the power to create subsidiaries and task
forces to develop and implement numerous
environmental policies. The approval of the GA
or ECOSOC is required for the implementation of
any proposed resolutions or for the creation of
any bodies. Upon approval, such UNEP proposals
form a part of the UN’s official policy. It should
also be noted that UNEP is a member of the
United Nations Development Group. As such,
some of its current primary functions involve
achieving the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
by the year 2030.
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At a Glance: The Conference

The Flow of Debate

Key Terms and Concepts
●

Absolute Majority: Also known as a two-thirds majority, an absolute majority is ⅔ of the quorum
(or 66.7% of the quorum). Assuming a committee quorum is 60, the absolute majority would be
two-thirds of 60, which is 40.

●

Decorum: The constant order and respect expected from all members of the committee
throughout the Conference.

●

Draft Resolution: Once delegates have compiled their ideas through the working paper, delegates
must transform them into an official resolution format. This formal document is known as a Draft
Resolution. The reason behind it incorporating the word ‘draft’ is because the resolution is yet to
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be adopted by the Committee. Moreover, a Committee may have more than one Draft Resolution
but it can only have one official resolution at the end.
●

Friendly Amendment: Amendments are considered friendly if all of the sponsors of the original
Draft Resolution agree to it.

●

Interruptive Points: Interruptive points are those that can be put forth at any time during the
debate process. However, at Altitude MUN, the interruptive points cannot be used to interrupt a
delegate giving a speech.

●

Motion: Delegates will use motions to move from one part of the debate to another. As such,
motions will be the outlet used to decide upon the next course of action throughout the
conference.

●

Non-Interruptive Points: Unlike interruptive points, non-interruptive points can only be used
when a Chairperson explicitly asks if there are any points or motions on the floor.

●

Point: Contrary to motions, which delegates put forth to decide upon the next course of the
debate, points are used for the sole purpose of facilitating the conference’s procedure.

●

Present: Delegates can vote on a resolution with ‘yes’, ‘no’, or ‘abstention’.

●

Present and Voting: Delegates have to vote on a resolution with either a ‘yes’ or ‘no’.

●

Roll Call: The first part of the Conference is known as the roll call. During the roll call, the name of
each participating nation will be called aloud in alphabetical order by the Dais. Delegates can
either respond with ‘present’ or ‘present and voting’. A roll call will be taken everytime delegates
reconvene at the conference setting after postponement of the debate.

●

Sponsors: The nations that have contributed the most in terms of developing a particular
document, particularly the Draft Resolution.

●

Signatories: Signatories are nations that wish to see a certain document debated. Signatories do
not have to be members of the bloc writing the document.

●

Simple Majority: A simple majority is 50% of the quorum plus ‘1’. For instance, let us assume that
the quorum for a committee is 60. Therefore, the simple majority for this committee would be 31.

●

Quorum: The total number of nations present at the committee.

●

Unfriendly Amendment: Amendments are considered unfriendly if at least one of the sponsors of
the original Draft Resolution disagrees with it.

●

Working Paper: The first step in the resolution formation process, the working paper is an
informal document where delegates can begin gathering ideas and forming solutions in point
format. It essentially a ‘rough draft’ of the Draft Resolution that will follow.
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●

Yields: If a delegate finishes their Speakers List speech and still has some speaking time to spare,
they must yield their time. Delegates can either yield their time to the Chairperson, to questions,
or to another delegate. Delegates should note that they only have the option to yield their time
during the formal debate (the Speakers List).

Rules of Debate
Written Motions
Instead of voicing them aloud, these motions are written on formal notes and delivered to the
Chairperson by way of an Usher.
Format:
From: Delegates should insert the full names of their nations here.
To: Chairperson
Purpose:
●

Appeal to the Chairperson’s Decision: If the delegate wishes to motion for an appeal to the
Chairperson’s decision, the purpose should look similar to the following:

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions for an appeal to the Chairperson’s decision because
(insert reasoning behind the appeal).”
●

Right of Reply: If the delegate wishes to motion for a right of reply, the purpose should look
similar to the following:

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions for a right of reply to (insert full name of target nation)
because (insert reasoning behind the right of reply).”
Verbal Motions
These motions can be verbalized aloud when the Committee Chairperson opens the floor for any points
or motions. One significant aspect to take into account is that verbal motions need to be seconded.
The Debate
“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to open the debate to discuss (input the Committee
topic).”
●

The Speakers List

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to set the Speakers List for a speaker’s time of (insert the
suggested length of speaking time per delegate).”
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To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Moderated Caucus

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to suspend the debate and move into a moderated
caucus with a total time of (insert total duration of the caucus) and a speaker’s time of (insert the suggested
length of speaking time per delegate) to discuss (insert desired topic).”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Unmoderated Caucus

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to suspend the debate and move into an unmoderated
caucus for a total time of (insert total duration of the caucus) to (insert desired purpose of unmoderated
caucus).”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Consultation of the Whole

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to suspend the debate and move into a consultation of
the whole for a total time of (insert total duration of the caucus) to discuss (insert desired topic of discussion).”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Adjournment and Resumption of Debate

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to adjourn the meeting for the purpose of (insert the
purpose of adjournment).”
“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to resume the debate.”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Closure of Debate

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to close the debate and move into the introduction of
draft resolutions.”
To pass, this motion requires an absolute majority.
●

Debate on Amendments

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to close the introduction of draft resolutions and
commence the debate on amendments.”
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To pass, this motion requires an absolute majority.
To pass, each amendment requires a simple majority.
●

Voting on Resolutions

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to close the debate on amendments and commence the
Resolution voting procedure.”
To pass, this motion requires an absolute majority.
In order to pass and become the Committee’s official Resolution, the Draft should garner at least a
simple majority.
Points
Interruptive Points
●

Point of Personal Privilege:

This point can be utilized by a delegate whenever they experience a certain personal discomfort that
hinders their ability to fully participate in the conference at hand.
●

Point of Order:

A point of order is brought up when a delegate feels as though the rules of procedure have been broken.
Non-Interruptive Points
●

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry:

This point can be used whenever a delegate would like to ask the Dais members a question regarding the
overall rules of procedure.
●

Point of Information:

A point of information, also known as a point of inquiry, can be exercised by delegates whenever they
would like to ask a question regarding something they do not understand about the issue at hand.

Resolution Formation Process
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Flow and Structure of a Draft Resolution
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The Topic
‘Countering Natural Resource Overexploitation Through Ecosystem Restoration’

Topic Overview
The most urgent and pressing matter facing the
future of humanity is climate change, an issue
that has been significantly exacerbated through
humanity’s treatment of the natural world. This
is illustrated through a 2021 report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), which states that climate change is not
only caused by human activities, but that it is
widespread, rapid, and intensifying at an
unprecedented rate. Armed with the capacity to
substantially affect every region on our planet,
nations across the globe are shifting their focus
towards solutions that would halt, although not
reverse, the damage conducted upon the planet’s
climate.

Yet, an alternate issue that is often
overshadowed
by
our
planet’s
climate
emergency
is
that
of
humanity’s
overexploitation and overextraction of natural
resources. Such activities are often achieved
through the decimation of our planet’s crucial

ecosystems, without which life on our planet
could not be sustained. At the present rate of
overexploitation, humanity will soon find itself
incapable of maintaining the current worldwide
demand as entire economies may find
themselves on the verge of collapse. It is thus of
vital importance that this issue is explored in
depth, especially since remedying the issue
would not only save humanity from future
economic and financial woes but would also aid
in the ultimate battle against climate change.
Mottainai: Our Natural Resources and their
Overexploitation
Natural resources refer to living and non-living
resources that are naturally occurring within the
Earth. These resources are vital for humanity’s
wellbeing, survival, and development. They are
often assessed through their depletion risk,
which considers these resources' rate of
regeneration in comparison to their rate of
consumption. As such, natural resources can
generally be classified in one of two categories.
Resources that can be generated at a rather quick
rate are termed renewable resources. These
include resources such as food, water, wildlife,
plants, fungi, and forests. On the other hand,
resources that require a much more prolonged
period to form, such as copper and oil, are
classified as non-renewable resources.
Our relationship with our planet’s natural
resources has repeatedly been a tumultuous one
at best, often highlighted by a lack of respect to
the process that produces the resources as well
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as towards the resources themselves. This is
perfectly exemplified through a traditional
Japanese phrase known as ‘Mottainai’.
Loosely translated, ‘Mottainai!’ translates to
‘What a waste!’. However, while seemingly quite
simple, the concept is actually much more
complex and holds with it an entire eco-friendly
philosophy. The
concept can be
expanded upon to
tackle the notion
of ‘respecting the
resources
we
obtain from the environment and not wasting them
whatsoever’. Moreover, the concept entails an
inherent recognition of the value these resources
possess. The Mottainai philosophy emphasizes
the importance of reusing resources and truly
obtaining the most out of them. Even when some
objects are broken or reach a point that warrant
them being discarded as waste, Mottainai makes
sure that even these objects can still fulfill a
certain purpose. This is exemplified through a
form of recycling known as ‘kintsugi’, whereby
broken ceramics are mended instead of
discarding them and obtaining a replacement.
The material itself is intrinsically viewed as
valuable and thus deserving enough to be reused.
Such is the Mottainai philosophy, whereby
families and children in Japan are frequently
socialized to such an environmentally friendly
concept. By moving away from actions that
increase the levels of waste, individuals are
socialized from a very young age to foster a
proactive mindset through which they think
twice and plan ahead before contributing to any
waste. Emphasis is always placed upon adopting
a mindset that opts to utilize materials and
resources that can be repurposed and reused
readily. These are qualities that can be assumed
to have been largely absent from the way

humanity has been acquiring and making use of
our ecosystem’s natural resources.
Given that natural resources are frequently
regarded as key assets for creating wealth as well
as driving development, their acquisition and
subsequent use have significantly increased
simultaneously
with
progressive
industrialization. What often begins as a
renewable resource may cease to be as such if it
is harvested at a rate that exceeds its
regeneration. Such a manner of harvesting is
referred to as overexploitation, a process that
not only jeopardizes the health of ecosystems
but threatens the livelihoods and wellbeing of
those individuals dependent upon such
resources. In other terms, overexploitation can
be regarded as the process of extensively
harvesting natural resources to the point of
diminishing returns. Moreover, the subsequent
risk of such resource depletion resultant from
overexploitation illustrates the urgent need for
sustainable natural resource regulation.

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
Biodiversity describes
the wide variation of
living things present
on Earth. Scientists
estimate there are
approximately
8.7
million
different
species currently in
existence.
This
estimate includes all
forms of organisms,
which are classified
into bacteria, protists,
fungi, plants, and
animals. The term itself can be further expanded
upon to incorporate the evolutionary, ecological,
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and cultural systems that maintain life in all its
forms. An ecosystem describes the geographical
areas organisms occupy along with the living
and nonliving components of their environment.
Our
planet’s
persevering
biodiversity’s
importance is described by a number of factors.
An instance of this is the extent to which
humanity depends upon a wide array of
ecosystem services, which are the variety of
benefits that we are capable of deriving from our
natural world. In turn, humanity has grown to
rely upon ecosystem services such as medicines,
soil fertility, pollination, as well as natural
resources such as freshwater and food.
According to the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment (MA), ecosystem services can be
subdivided into four major categories, which are
provisioning,
regulating,
cultural,
and
supporting services. The category of primary
interest to our conference is the first category.
Provisioning services essentially reflect all
natural resources of ecosystems that can be
immediately extracted from nature. This
category comprises all the renewable and
nonrenewable resources mentioned in the
previous section.

50 years. Further uncontrolled overexploitation
practices can thus not only lead to the extinction
of entire species but can destabilize entire
ecosystems to the point where we may no longer
find ourselves capable of eliciting the required
natural resources from them.

The overexploitation of resources has resulted in
significant detriments to ecosystems and their
overall biodiversity. According to a 2018 World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) report, fish, amphibian,
reptile, bird, and mammal populations have had
a staggering 60% decline in their populations
over the past 40 years alone. To add on,
increased
human
activities
relating
to
overexploitation have significantly altered and
impacted ecosystems wildlife and humanity
depend on alike, such as forests, mangroves, and
oceans. It is estimated that approximately 30%
of global shallow water corals have been lost
within the past 30 years. Moreover, 20% of the
Amazon rainforest has disappeared in the past

Ecosystem Restoration

Ecosystems worldwide are presently being
degraded at an accelerating rate, particularly to
reap the economic benefits of provisional
ecosystem services. Governments of developing
nations worldwide often face the tempting
prospect of overexploiting their natural
ecosystems. They assume they would be
deprived
of
substantial
tax
revenue
opportunities if they forego development within
these ecosystems. Yet what they often miss, or in
some cases blatantly ignore, are the significant
economic advantages that would be obtained in
the long term if natural resources are
sustainably
and
responsibly
harvested.
Continuing to operate in such a reckless manner
without regard to sustainability will significantly
hamper the required resource’s availability in
the future, particularly if depleted prior to its
regeneration rate.

Nature-based
solutions
(NbS)
are actions that
involve
directly
working
with
nature to tackle
societal
challenges. NbS aim to provide benefits to both
humanity’s wellbeing as well as biodiversity.
Among the most viable NbS to prevent the
catastrophic aftermath of overexploitation is
ecosystem restoration. The process, which
consists of halting and reversing any
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degradation,
possesses
the
capacity
to
substantially
improve ecosystem services
availability and recover biodiversity loss. In
essence, ecosystem restoration seeks to start or
accelerate a degraded ecosystem’s recovery. The
process includes a wide array of practices that
can be employed based on the target
environments’ local conditions as well as
societal choice. Moreover, restoring ecosystems
can take on several trajectories depending on the
objectives at hand. One possible path includes
forming natural ecosystems that are much more
intact than their previous degraded state, which
is often accomplished through assisting natural
regeneration processes. An alternative pathway
incorporates forming modified ecosystems that
are much more functional than their previous
degraded and modified state. An instance of such
a pathway includes the restoration of farmlands
or urban areas. An even further possible
trajectory reflects the process of shifting from a
modified ecosystem back to more natural
ecosystems. However, for this last trajectory to
take place, the rights and needs of the
individuals dependent on the ecosystem to be
restored
must be considered and not
compromised.
Furthermore,
ecosystem
restoration may encompass either active
practices or the passive promotion of natural
regeneration through the removal of drivers of
degradation,
such
as
the
process
of
overexploitation.
If restoration is to contribute to economic
development, human well-being, biodiversity
conservation, and climate action, the restoration
project will require resources, knowledge, time,
as well as enabling policies and governance. In
addition, to ensure ecosystem restoration
performs appropriately and produces the desired
impact, continuous monitoring of progress is
required. Success will also be dependent upon

adherence to standardized guidelines and
principles, although an adaptive approach may
sometimes prove to be necessary. Only upon
re-establishing a self-organizing ecosystem can
a trajectory to full recovery be visualized, even if
the process may take decades to complete.
There is no ‘one approach fits all’ method when
it comes to ecosystem restoration. Given the vast
diversity in environments present on our planet,
each ecosystem, its species, and its associated
ecosystem services may take various amounts of
time and effort to recover. As such, ecosystem
restoration must be taken on a case-by-case
basis, with significant input towards the study of
each ecosystem's dynamics and unique qualities
required before any concrete action is taken.
Many ecosystem recovery attempts fail to
recover adequately due to a lack of solid
objectives
as
well
as
insufficient
implementation, evaluation, and monitoring.

Topic in Depth
The Stockholm Declaration- 1972
The 1960s saw a number of environmental
disasters take place, many of which were a result
of the mismanagement of the natural resource
collection process. These included several
notable oil spills such the 1967 Torrey Canyon oil
tanker spill in the English Channel as well as a
major spill off the coast of Santa Barbara,
California. Further disasters included the
Minamata Bay incident in Japan and mass fish
poisonings in the Rhine River across Europe.
These disasters elicited a sense of awareness and
concern over the state of our natural
environment and our relationship with it. In
response, the 1972 UN Conference on the Human
Environment, the first UN conference focusing
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solely on environmental issues, took place in
Stockholm, Sweden.

As a result of the conference, the Stockholm
Declaration was formed to provide a list of
agreed upon global principles that would guide
future development of the human environment,
a
major
stride
towards
international
environmental law. A number of key issues
brought up and remain as ever pertinent today
include resource depletion and benefit sharing.
Benefit sharing aims to realize the equitable
sharing of natural resources among people
within and across different nations. Moreover,
the principle of intergenerational equity is also
brought up, which essentially focuses on
ensuring that resource availability for present
generations does not compromise natural
resource availability for future generations. The
Declaration thus adopted a number of key
guiding principles. Among the principles most
relevant to our topic are the following three:
●

Principle 2: “The natural resources of the
earth, including air, water, land, flora, and
fauna and especially representative samples
of natural ecosystems, must be safeguarded
for the benefit of present and future
generations through careful planning or
management, as appropriate.”

●

Principle 3: “The capacity of the Earth to
produce vital renewable resources must be
maintained and, wherever practicable,
restored or improved.”

●

Principle 5: “The non-renewable resources
of the Earth must be employed in such a way
as to guard against the danger of their future
exhaustion and to ensure that benefits from
such employment are shared by all
mankind.”

The State of the World’s Ecosystems and their
Natural Resources
According to the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Global Ecosystem
Typology 2.0, there exist eight broad categories
of ecosystems. Although these ecosystems may
somewhat overlap in some instances, there are
specific benefits that can be obtained from each.
Moreover, the state of degradation of each of
these ecosystems over the years can be
individually assessed, thereby highlighting the
need for their restoration.
Farmlands
Farmlands, which
compose the first
category, are key
to
sustaining
human
life
globally.
These
ecosystems offer
the vital resources of food, fiber, and a plethora
of other essential products. Moreover, they offer
economic
opportunities,
habitats
for
biodiversity, as well as cultural and spiritual
benefits. Approximately two billion individuals
across the face of the planet, the majority of
whom
comprise
rural
and
developing
populations, almost exclusively rely on the
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agricultural sector for their sources of income.
Despite the fact that 90% of our calorie and
protein intake is sourced through farmlands,
these ecosystems are experiencing significant
amounts of degradation. This subsequently
results in substantially reduced livestock and
crop yields. The perpetrators behind such
degradation of 80% of arable areas are often
related to soil salinization or the loss of soil
carbon. As such, the degradation of croplands
and pastures can prove catastrophic on
humanity as a whole, especially since it is
estimated to result in a 12% reduction in food
production by 2040 if degradation rates remain
as they are now. This, in turn, would cause food
prices to soar to 30% more than what they are
currently worth. Farmlands in regions across the
world
continuously
face
significant
deterioration, often resulting in billions of
dollars of losses annually to each region.

affected are individuals who work in formal or
informal enterprises which depend upon forests.
Nevertheless, some nations have significantly
ramped up deforestation rates in recent years for
immediate economic benefit through activities
such as agriculture, mining, and logging.
Particularly
of
note
is
Brazil,
where
deforestation rates in 2020 surged to a 12-year
high as a result of President Jair Bolsonaro’s
administration. This accounted for a whopping
11,088 square kilometers decimated in a single
year alone.
Freshwater

Forests
Forests are the second type of ecosystem of
interest, particularly since they offer food,
energy, shelter, and medicines. As such, forest
ecosystems provide approximately 86 million
jobs worldwide, each of which is particularly
related to its ecosystem services. Despite recent
reports that deforestation rates on average have
slightly decreased, the 10 million hectares of
forests lost between 2015 and 2020 is no number
to take lightly. Such forest degradation can in
turn influence up
to
1.75 billion
people worldwide.
Among
those
most vulnerable
are
individuals
who live within or
around
forests,
such as local and indigenous communities. Also

Freshwater bodies are a third type of ecosystem
and offer significant natural resources. These
include fresh drinking water as well as food by
way of inland fisheries. Moreover, freshwater
ecosystems offer further outlets for economic
development through industry and agriculture.
Freshwater ecosystems have also proven to be
among the most essential since 1.4 billion
individuals rely directly on freshwater. These
include people whose occupations directly tie
into the food, water, beverage, and energy
industries. Yet these ecosystems’ integrity is
continuously under threat, especially since water
usage has tremendously increased. Over the past
100 years, water usage across the globe has
increased
by
approximately
600%.
By
continuing at this rate, it is expected that by
2050, freshwater demand worldwide would
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increase by 20-33% from the demand present in
2010. Despite the economic benefits that can be
derived from freshwater, be it through irrigation
or power generation, there remains significant
risk
of
detrimental
environmental
and
socioeconomic
impacts
down
the
line.
Furthermore, it is estimated that around 64-71%
of freshwater wetlands have been lost since the
1900s.
Such
degradation
of
freshwater
ecosystems, particularly through nations reliant
on their large-scale and accelerated conversions
for economic benefit, will inevitably contribute
to water scarcity levels, an issue over half a
billion people across the globe already face
annually.

Grasslands, Savannahs, and Shrublands
A fourth type
of ecosystem
consists
of
grasslands,
savannahs, and
shrublands.
Although
primarily found in drylands, these ecosystems
can also be wet. Such grassland ecosystems are
most notably found across the African and Asian
continents. Despite their scarcity in terms of
production, they continue to support the
livelihoods of a whopping 1.75 billion worldwide,
a sizable amount of which are people on the low
economic spectrum. This is due to a number of
natural resources that can be extracted from
these ecosystems, which include wood fuel,
charcoal, timber, and stored water. However,
such ecosystems have been subjected to
extensive overexploitation practices. This has
been accomplished through the clearing and
transformation of roughly 70% of grasslands

and 50% of savannahs for agricultural purposes.
Moreover, such degradation threatens not only
local biodiversity, but also the livelihoods of
those most reliant upon them, which include
ethnic minority and indigenous groups.
Mountains

An often overlooked but highly significant type
of ecosystem is that of mountains. On top of
providing essential ecosystem services to people
living within mountainous regions and those
dwelling in the lower lands, mountains provide a
number of essential natural resources. The most
prominent of these resources is freshwater, as
mountains provide the freshwater demand of
half of the worldwide population. They are also a
source of timber and around 20 plant species
that make up 80% of the world’s food supply.
These foods, which find their origins in
mountains, include potatoes, maize, tomatoes,
sorghum,
barley,
and
apples.
The
overexploitation and degradation of mountain
ecosystems endangers not only crop production
and local biodiversity but has overarching effects
on global food security. Approximately 178
million of the 311 million people dwelling in
degrading mountainous regions have been
assessed as at risk to food insecurity. Moreover,
these populations directly encounter the effects
of climate change, much of which results from
overexploitation. As such, more frequent glacial
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lake outbursts have been subjecting these
populations to increased flooding, thereby
increasing their overall mortality rates.
Oceans
Oceans, the sixth ecosystem, form the basis of all
of Earth’s life forms. Its ecosystem services are
plentiful and include the provision of 50-80% of
the planet’s oxygen as well as offering
international shipping routes that account for
80% of global trade. In terms of its natural
resources, the ocean has a vast variety of foods
and medicines that humans have become
significantly reliant upon. Nevertheless, these
resources are also exposed to significant
overexploitation. According to a 2020 FAO
report, more
than a third of
the
ocean’s
commercial
fish stocks are
subjected to
considerable
overfishing.
In turn, this
threatens the
livelihood of 60 million fishermen as fish
populations cannot properly recover due to the
increasing rate of overfishing. Moreover, the
quality of these resources is also reduced due to
the rising levels of microplastics and their
associated chemicals within the ocean, thereby
decreasing their value. Ecosystem services are
also hit hard by the 1.15-2.41 million tons of
plastic that enters oceans annually and results in
losses of USD 550 -2,500 billion per year. In
addition, water temperatures and acidification
rates are on the rise as a result of climate change.
These processes in turn substantially hamper the
productivity and subsequent distribution of fish
stocks. Such rising water temperatures are also

expected to result in the total loss of coral reefs
by the end of the century. If greenhouse gas
emissions and resource exploitation rates
continue to increase unabated, we will markedly
lose biodiversity and any associated ecosystem
services than can be elicited from our planet’s
oceans.
Peatlands
Peatlands,
a
type
of
wetland,
cover
approximately 3% of our planet’s land surface.
These ecosystems are highly significant in
combating climate change, as 30% of soil carbon
worldwide is stored in peatlands. Furthermore,
they offer an array of natural resources such as
food, fiber, biomass, and other products that
maintain local economies. Despite the fact that
over 80% of peatlands worldwide remain intact
and untouched within Canada, Russia, the
central Congo basin, Latin America, and the
Caribbean, these ecosystems are still decreasing
globally at a rate of 0.2% annually. The majority
of European peatland ecosystems have been
almost entirely drained, which results in reduced
drinking water quality and biodiversity loss.

Urban Areas
Urban environments constitute the eighth key
ecosystem
of
interest.
Although
these
ecosystems do not directly produce any natural
resources, they are key to our discussion as the
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human activities within urban areas directly
influence resource availability within other
ecosystems. The process of urbanization has
been a core driving force for economic
development and strengthening the global
economy, as is evident in their generation of
approximately 80% of the gross domestic
product
(GDP)
worldwide.
If
managed
appropriately, urban environments possess the
capacity to decrease poverty and significantly
increase living standards. The application of
‘green infrastructure’ can help ensure that the
ecosystem’s essential services are sustainable.

Cities also have the capacity to host substantial
levels of biodiversity through urban parks,
restored landscapes, and gardens. However, the
reality of things is that in many nations,
unsuccessful urban management and planning
have increased socioeconomic inequalities
between people and have contributed to
declining environmental quality. These areas
produce considerably excessive levels of waste
and greenhouse gas emissions. In fact, urban
areas consume two-thirds of the planet’s energy
and produce up to 70% of carbon emissions
across the globe. On top of presenting
considerable health risks as a result of low air
quality exposure, these emissions are among the
primary driving forces of catastrophic climate
change.

Pertinent Features
Barriers to Ecosystem Restoration
To set a new trajectory for humanity’s
relationship with nature through effective
ecosystem restoration practices, a number of
barriers must be overcome. One prominent
barrier is that there exists a substantial lack of
awareness regarding the negative impacts
ecosystem degradation is having on the
livelihoods and well-being of billions of
individuals across the globe. Societies are also
significantly unaware of the costs of such
degradation as well the profound societal
benefits that can be reaped from proper
investments in restoration. Another significant
barrier is that decision-makers within the public
and private sectors place much more effort into
investing in healthcare, defense, education, and
manufacturing
sectors
instead
of
any
investment towards long-term ecosystem
restoration initiatives, despite economic benefits
that societies can accrue from such investment.
Moreover, legislation, regulation, tax incentives,
and policies that stimulate a shift towards
investing in large-scale restoration systems,
value chains, and infrastructure that prevents
the degradation of ecosystems are relatively
scarce. An even further barrier is the limited
capacity and technological knowledge of
national governments, local governments,
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and
private companies required to formulate and
implement the necessary restoration initiatives.
Yet perhaps the greatest barrier lies in the
insufficient funding and investments placed
towards large-scale restoration initiatives,
particularly due to the perceived and real risks
associated with such investments. To add on,
there exists very limited investment into
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research
towards
the
innovation
and
improvement of such restoration practices.
Secondary barriers to ecosystem restoration
efforts may range from geopolitical factors, the
needs of specific landscapes, to the economic
factors that influence both governments and
intergovernmental organizations.
Recent studies assessing the main barriers
towards successful ecosystem restoration have
illustrated how the major barriers are rooted
within the socio-economic domain and not the
environmental.
Insufficient
funding,
low
political priority towards restoration, and
conflicting
interests
between
various
stakeholders were shown to be the most
prominent barriers to ecosystem restoration
within Europe, although the situation is likely to
be similar in other regions as well. To overcome
such barriers, there must be significant political
commitment towards the allocation of more
funds for restoration purposes. Moreover,
reconciling the interests of various stakeholders
is key to achieving the restoration cause.

Invasive Species

Invasive species is a term that is used to refer to
any organism that is not indigenous to a
particular
environment.
Instead,
these
organisms are introduced to the area, often
through human actions. These species possess
the capacity to significantly disrupt the

ecosystems they are brought into, thereby
inflicting significant environmental harm since
they do not originally belong to that area. This
they do by adapting to the environment they
invade and subsequently outcompeting local
species for resources or even preying on them.
An example of this is when humans first made
their way over to previously untouched islands.
They brought with them a number of species
that were not local to the island, some of them
domesticated, such as cats, dogs, and goats, and
some of them pests, such as rats. These species
soon adapted to and established themselves into
the new island environment. As a result of their
introduction and their actions, some of the
species that exclusively dwelled on these islands,
such as birds, started to die out and were
eventually driven to extinction. This extinction
can be attributed to either predation, whereby
cats or rats would prey on the birds, or due to
habitat degradation. In the present day, invasive
non-native species are no longer confined to
island environments. Instead, they have
infiltrated and wreaked havoc on a number of
various ecosystems. What should be of note
however is that these species do not only
produce environmental consequences, but also
economic consequences since people may no
longer be capable of eliciting the required
ecosystem services as a result.
Invasive species may present themselves as
significant hurdles to contend with to achieve
opportune ecosystem restoration, especially
since many are establishing themselves quite
well into their new environments. These species
are almost always introduced as a result of
human
action,
either
accidentally
or
intentionally. Their introductions into their new
environments have significantly increased as a
result of trade, tourism, as well as globalization
and its associated travel. To add on, marine
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environments
find
themselves
especially
susceptible to invasive non-native species as a
result of shipping and aquaculture. An example
of such a species would be the lionfish, which
has spread from the Indian and Pacific Oceans
and newly established itself within the
Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. As a
result of its introduction and it being a prime
predator, it has caused significant declines in
local native reef fish populations. Moreover, its
spines are poisonous and pose a danger-risk to
humans. Invasive species are thus huge drivers
of biodiversity loss across the globe. These
species also cause significant losses within
forestry, agriculture, and fisheries, with losses
amounting to billions of USD annually.
Moreover, the issue is of increasing concern
since the number of invasive species establishing
themselves
in
new
environments
are
continuously increasing, thereby highlighting
how current efforts to mitigate their spread are
incapable of keeping up with increasing rates of
globalization.

pressures on the ecosystem services desired
essentially jeopardizes their quality and their
overall availability in the long term as they
cannot sustainably keep up with the demand.
An alternate pathway that can be potentially
adopted in favor of a linear economy is a circular
economy. In contrast to a linear economy, a
circular economy does not aim to increase the
number of resources extracted from the natural
world. Instead, it aims to reduce the level of
overall resource consumption by obtaining the
most value out of the resources already being
used and maintaining their value in the economy
as long as possible. This is effectively achieved
by designing out waste and shifting the overall
narrative from owning products towards using
their services.

Circular Economy
Among the greatest drivers of biodiversity loss
worldwide is the current linear and extractive
food system models. Through such a linear
economy model, raw materials such as natural
resources are collected from the environment,
transformed into products for human use, and
are then subsequently discarded as waste.
Through such a model, value is derived by
making and selling as much of the product as
possible. Moreover, such a linear model poses a
clear ecological disadvantage, whereby the
production of goods, and in turn profit, is
attained at the expense of the planet’s
ecosystems. More and more ecosystems are
exploited in order to achieve sizable amounts of
the desired product. Placing such tremendous

Such a holistic approach not only reduces overall
ecosystem degradation but also prepares for the
future, which is of special relevance to
intergenerational equity. According to the World
Economic Forum, approximately USD 4.5 trillion
worth of market opportunity is presented
through a circular economy. One model of a
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circular economy encompasses the creation of a
circular supply chain whereby recyclable and
renewable material can be utilized across the
value chain. On the other hand, the recovery and
recycling model encourages the practice of
eliminating waste when the product is no longer
in use. By removing waste out of the equation,
the re-usage of basic and essential components
for an alternative purpose becomes possible.
Moreover, such a model attempts to extend the
product’s lifespan through more economic
methods, which may include upgrades, repairs,
remanufacturing, as well as using the assets and
resources through a sharing model instead of the
linear ownership model. Such a tangible
outcome-driven approach can have overarching
implications on restoring balance within our
environment.

Inclusive Wealth

Global Efforts

Inclusive wealth is a valuable measure that
indicates whether a nation is on the path
towards sustainable development or not. The
term is defined as the collection of all capital
assets a nation possesses. Increased levels of
inclusive wealth indicate an improved productive
base, which in turn offers citizens a higher
quality of life down the line. Yet in order to be
accurately inclusive, the measurement must
incorporate an aggregate of all the capital assets
that contribute to human wellbeing. As such,
measures of inclusive wealth must include
natural
capital,
human
capital,
and
manufactured
capital.
The
measure
is
particularly useful as it incorporates national
wealth accounts along with integrated economic
and environmental models in the aim of
providing an approximation of the ecosystem
services at hand. Therefore, higher levels of
inclusive wealth signify higher levels of
sustainable development.

The Rio Conventions: 1992
The Earth Summit, which took place in Rio de
Janeiro in 1992 and is also known as the United
Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, focused on reassessing overall
economic development in the aims of preserving
our planet’s ecosystem services as well as
tackling the issue of pollution. Moreover, the
Summit brought the issue of intergenerational
inequity to the forefront, as the decision-making
process was particularly focused on ensuring
subsequent generations have access to a
sustainable planet. After two weeks of strenuous
deliberations, the Earth Summit resulted in a
number of key documentations which include
the Statement of Forest Principles, Agenda 21,
the Rio Declaration, as well as the Rio
Conventions.

22

UN Decade
2021-2030

The Rio Conventions include the following three:
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the
United
Nations
Framework
to
Combat
Desertification (UNCCD), as well as the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). The CBD’s three main objectives
include preserving biodiversity, sustainably
utilizing biological resources, and equitably
sharing the benefits of genetic resources. The
CBD views biodiversity as a key global asset to
present and future generations as it plays an
integral part in humanity's economic and social
development. The UNCCD is an international
agreement that tackles land degradation and the
sustainability of land management. Moreover,
the UNCCD aims to prevent and reverse
desertification, which is the process of turning
fertile land into desert as a result of improper
agricultural practices or deforestation. Through
focusing on restoring such degraded land and
their productivity, the UNCCD aims to improve
the livelihoods and living conditions of the
populations most vulnerable to environmental
destruction. As for the third Convention, the
UNFCCC targets the reduction of global
greenhouse gas emissions in order to prevent
ecosystems from succumbing to the harmful
threats of climate change. In addition, the
UNFCCC offers a framework towards ensuring
food security as well as enabling sustainable
economic development to proceed.

on

Ecosystem

Restoration:

To further promote the objectives of certain
organizations through action and awareness, the
UN designates certain decades as occasions to
mark specific topics. These observances are
typically proposed through Member States and
are established via the GA with the passing of a
resolution. The 2011-2020 decade marked the
UN Decade on Biodiversity with the purpose of
achieving the Aichi Biodiversity Targets by
promoting the formation of a strategic plan
regarding biodiversity and dwelling in harmony
with nature. Moreover, governments worldwide
were encouraged to formulate, implement, as
well as to communicate the outcomes of the
national and regional strategies implemented.

The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration,
which will take place from 2021 through 2030, is
led by both the UNEP and the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO). The significance
of this Decade lies in the need to highlight
international cooperation in the face of restoring
degraded ecosystems. Through such ecosystem
revival biological collapse can be evaded, human
livelihoods can be augmented, and climate
change can be countered. Moreover, the decade
is of substantial importance given that there are
currently approximately 2 billion hectares of
degraded ecosystems with the potential of being
restored. However, strong efforts from nations
across the board are required to achieve such a
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monumental goal. As such, there is a dire need
for international cooperation as well as involving
both civil society and the private sector among
other notable actors. Moreover, the UN Decade
on Ecosystem Restoration strives to cultivate a
holistic landscape-focused strategy regarding
the interdependence of biodiversity, ecosystems,
and people’s needs. It should also be of note that
the Decade also terminates at the deadline for
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It is
by almost unanimous agreement by researchers
and scientists that the deadline also represents
humanity’s last chance at impeding climate
change’s calamitous repercussions.
This UN Decade also aims to address current
developmental
challenges
resulting
from
biodiversity loss, land degradation, and climate
change
vulnerability
through
involving
ecosystem restoration in policy. In addition,
cooperation between governments, civil society,
funds providers, and the private sector will
become
exceedingly
necessary
for
the
achievement of resource-efficient productive
systems
within
ecosystem
restoration
frameworks. Yet perhaps most noticeably, the
Decade was established to construct a common
vision from the global to the local level towards
prioritizing
ecosystem
restoration
and
accelerating the reversal of degradation.

The Bonn Challenge: 2011-2030
Launched by Germany and IUCN in September
2011, the Bonn Challenge represents a worldwide
effort to restore 150 million hectares of degraded
lands by 2020 and 350 million hectares by 2030.
According to IUCN, if the 2030 goal is achieved,
it would result in the creation of approximately
USD 84 billion in net benefits annually, which
would
significantly
affect
the
income
opportunities of rural communities and in turn

alleviate poverty rates. The Challenge aims to
tackle water security, food security, economic
security, and climate change. By 2017, the Bonn
Challenge had surpassed its first milestone of
surpassing 150-million
hectares in pledges by
2020. As of now,
upwards of 70 pledgers
from more than 60
nations have devoted a
combined total of 210
million hectares of
deforested
and
degraded lands to be
restored. Various other initiatives such as the
African Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative
also fit in this Challenge, thereby accelerating
progress towards achieving the goal.

The Global Partnership
Landscape Restoration

on

Forest

and

The Global Partnership on Forest and Landscape
Restoration
(GPFLR)
unites
national
governments,
organizations,
communities,
research institutes, and individuals to restore
the planet’s degraded and damaged forests. The
GPFLR acts directly in accordance with the Bonn
Challenge. As such, GPFLR works to improve
human well-being and to recover ecological
functionality through the landscape approach of
restoration. Such a landscape approach
recognizes the multifunctional dimensions of
land, such as overlapping ecological, economic,
and social activities. In turn, these dimensions
are appropriately analyzed in order to combine
livelihood and environmental considerations
with resource management. This is done with
particular emphasis on progressing sustainable
negotiations and relationships between the
stakeholders of interest.
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●

Given that ecosystem restoration is often
underfunded, delegates should come up
with novel ways to both fund and
implement lasting sustainable solutions.

●

Delegates should keep in mind that UNEP
often collaborates with other UN rule of
law organizations, nongovernmental
agencies, and intergovernmental
agencies.

Learning Outcomes
●

●

●

Delegates
will
obtain
a
clearer
understanding of the plethora of
overlooked advantages that accompany
nature-based solutions.
Delegates will learn how to survey the
various types of ecosystems and how to
overcome the multiple
barriers to
sustainable restoration.

●

What natural resources does your nation
produce and utilize?

●

Which types of ecosystems are present
within your nation?

Delegates will learn about the vital
concept of intergenerational equity, as
well as how to formulate an effective,
inclusive, and sustainable framework that
tackles overexploitation from a myriad of
various angles.

●

What is the status of the ecosystems your
nation possesses?

●

How can each of the 8 categories of
ecosystems be restored?

●

How can we achieve intergenerational
equity while maintaining benefit sharing
strategies?

●

Delegates must draw on the latest
scientific evidence to form a strategic
global restoration effort.

How can we overcome the plethora of
barriers standing in the way of ecosystem
restoration?

●

Delegates should develop a multifaceted
interpretation of ecological restoration
and put forth relevant policies.

What strategies can be put forth to limit
the degradation and overexploitation of
ecosystems?

●

What is your nation’s stance in regards to
inclusive wealth?

●

What methods can you implement to keep
local species at the forefront of their
ecosystems and restrict invasive
non-native species

Recommendations
●

●

●

Key Questions

Delegates are recommended to put forth
effective implementation, mentoring, and
evaluation frameworks to preexisting or
new ecosystem restoration projects.
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Annexes
Relevant Institutions
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC)
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES)
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
The Ecosystem Services Partnership (ESP)
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO)
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
Conservation International
Global Environment Facility
World Resources Institute (WRI)
World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

Relevant Legal Treaties, Frameworks, and Conventions
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Paris Agreement
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES)
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
Convention on Fishing and Conservation of Living Resources of the High Seas
Marine Mammal Protection Act
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES)
World Heritage Convention (WHC)
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)
International Whaling Commission (IWC)
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS)
Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention)
Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer
International Tropical Timber Agreement (ITTA)
Biological Diversity Act (BD Act)
The Nagoya Protocol
The Glasgow Climate Pact
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Relevant Conferences
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Stockholm Conference
United Nations Biodiversity Conference
World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)
United Nations Summit on Biodiversity
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED)
Earth Summit
United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF)
International Conference on Monitoring Forest Degradation and Deforestation
The United Nations Climate Conference (COP)

Further References
●

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhjN8Xux2I4

●

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKmItKwaO-4

●

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/31813/ERDStrat.pdf?s
equence=1&isAllowed=y

●

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/30919/UNDecade.pdf

●

https://www.unep.org/resources/making-peace-nature
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