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Letter from the Under-Secretary-General

Hello Delegates, and Welcome to Altitude MUN 2022!
I am so excited to welcome you to this year’s conference after what have been two very
tumultuous years. My name is Kavya Shah, and I am a sophomore at Georgetown
University serving as your Under-Secretary-General for High School Committees. I
began my Model United Nations journey in 8th grade, and over the years, MUN has
taught me many valuable lessons about cooperation, diplomacy, and persistence.
As you embark on your MUN experience at Altitude, I hope you keep these traits in
mind. While each of you will have moments in which you are challenged – whether it
be by new experiences, new knowledge, or your fellow delegates – remember that
MUN is about learning how to come together despite our differences. In doing so, two
things are key: 1) perspective – making a good faith effort to understand why and how
an individual or nation is pursuing a particular position, and 2) debating ideas, not
individuals. With this understanding, you will be able to work towards innovative and
realistic solutions to some of our world’s most pressing issues. Thus Altitude, rather
than a competition between delegates, is designed to be first and foremost a learning
experience where delegates of all levels can participate and seek support. We expect
delegates to keep an open mind and be willing to learn from each other throughout the
conference.
Our conference centers around the UN Secretary General’s Our Common Agenda report
which outlines 12 commitments designed to accelerate global collaboration and
progress towards the SDGs. Furthermore, we draw inspiration from the UN
Secretary-General’s Top 10 Priorities for 2021. As you look towards resolutions in your
respective committees, we advise that you reference these reports and draw from their
conclusions. Consequently, your preparation for the conference should go beyond the
given background guide and delve into the specifics of your nation’s stance and past
collaborative efforts.
We look forward to seeing each of you at Altitude MUN 2022 in New York City! Please
do not hesitate to reach out in the meantime with any questions or concerns.
Best,
Kavya Shah
Under-Secretary-General of High School Committees
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The Committee
The Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations

Committee Overview:
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is
a United Nations (UN) agency focused on the
eradication of hunger, the reduction of food
insecurity, and the enhancement of nutrition
around the world. It does this by supporting
research in agriculture and other relevant fields,
as well as through the extension of technical
knowledge, assistance, and expertise to member
countries. It also aids with the coordination of
efforts related to agriculture and natural
resources among different agencies and
organizations. Data collection, training, and
education remain a big part of its work.
The idea of founding such an organization dates
back to the early 1900s. In 1905, King Victor
Emmanuel III of Italy pioneered the founding of
the FAO’s predecessor: the International
Institute of Agriculture (IIA). IIA’s primary focus
was to aggregate agricultural data that would
help improve crop survival rates globally. During
a UN Conference on Food and Agriculture held in
Virginia in 1943, the idea of an organization
combating hunger and malnutrition was born.
The FAO was officially created in October of 1945
in Canada, with its first session being held on the
same day as its founding. Nonetheless, the IIA
remained in place until 1948. Its components
and roles were eventually handed over to FAO.
The FAO was created by the Constitution of the
Food and Agriculture Organization. Its original
headquarters were in Washington, D.C., but since
1951, have shifted to Rome, Italy. The FAO

comprises 197 member states and has
established its presence in more than 130
countries in the world, particularly through local
and regional offices.

The FAO’s past efforts have revolved around
increasing crop yields and exports, enhancing
rural employment rates, and annihilating
malnutrition. Together, with the UN General
Assembly, it co-created the World Food
Programme which focuses on eradicating hunger
and food insecurity.
In 1968, the FAO created and implemented the
Money and Medals Programme (MMP) which
promoted
its
organizational
goals
and
aspirations. In 1974, it launched a World Food
Summit in an attempt to counter African famine.
One of the most prominent outcomes of this
summit was a declaration stipulating the human
right to food security. In 1996, this idea was
revisited to explore the challenges preventing
universal food security. At the turn of the
millennium, the most pressing challenges
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among the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) were deemed to be poverty and hunger.
In 2015, as the MDGs’ mandate was coming to an
end, the goals were renewed and expanded under
the name of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). The SDGs were more disaggregated,
interlinked, and detailed. Their mandate extends
to 2030 and they aim to eliminate the world’s
most pressing issues. As such, they established
zero hunger as a separate Goal (SDG 2).

The FAO is governed by the Conference of
Member Nations and led by a Director-General
who plays the role of Chief Administrative
Officer. The current Director-General is Qu
Dongyu representing China. The Conference of
Member Nations occurs every two years and sets
the FAO’s biennial work agenda as well as its
budget. The Conference elects the Council, which
functions as the interim governing unit of the
FAO. The Council comprises 49 member states
elected by the Conference for three years. Eight
varied departments are also found within FAO.
These are in charge of various specialized topics
including
agriculture,
climate,
fisheries,
diversity, land, water, technology, and more.
The FAO’s operations have become more
decentralized throughout the years. This trend

coincides with a unification of its procedures.
These shifts have helped decrease the agency’s
operation costs. Overall, FAO’s budget is a
mixture of voluntary contributions (69%) and
assessed contributions covered by member
states (31%). The former is allocated towards
emergency support and technical assistance,
while the latter goes towards regular operating
costs. The organization’s 2022-2023 budget is
estimated at 3.25 billion United States dollars.
Currently, the FAO adopts a “Results-Based
Management”
model
which
emphasizes
allocating resources and action towards the
pursuit of “clearly defined” results. The FAO’s
“Cost Recovery Policy” ensures that it is
efficiently disbursing its funds whilst measuring
impact and increasing transparency.
Sustainability, food security, and adequate
nutrition are the cornerstones of the FAO’s
mandate. The organization works hard to align
its objectives with countries’ development
strategies. Food production and distribution are
primary concerns for the FAO, along with
preventing food pollution and contamination.
Keeping up with agricultural and technological
innovation likewise helps the FAO train farmers
on
advanced
agricultural
methods that
simultaneously help conserve the environment
and combat climate change.

Current FAO actions, projects, and priorities
center youth involvement. Clean water and
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sanitation in Yemen as well as beekeeping in
Somalia are other innovative endeavors. There
are also ongoing FAO initiatives focusing on
desertification
prevention,
livestock
sustainability,
horticulture,
cooperatives,
climate change, data transparency, capacity
building, and more.
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At a Glance: The Conference

The Flow of Debate

Key Terms and Concepts
●

Absolute Majority: Also known as a two-thirds majority, an absolute majority is ⅔ of the quorum
(or 66.7% of the quorum). Assuming a committee quorum is 60, the absolute majority would be
two-thirds of 60, which is 40.

●

Decorum: The constant order and respect expected from all members of the committee
throughout the Conference.

●

Draft Resolution: Once delegates have compiled their ideas through the working paper, delegates
must transform them into an official resolution format. This formal document is known as a Draft
Resolution. The reason behind it incorporating the word ‘draft’ is because the resolution is yet to
be adopted by the Committee. Moreover, a Committee may have more than one Draft Resolution
but it can only have one official resolution at the end.
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●

Friendly Amendment: Amendments are considered friendly if all of the sponsors of the original
Draft Resolution agree to it.

●

Interruptive Points: Interruptive points are those that can be put forth at any time during the
debate process. However, at Altitude MUN, the interruptive points cannot be used to interrupt a
delegate giving a speech.

●

Motion: Delegates will use motions to move from one part of the debate to another. As such,
motions will be the outlet used to decide upon the next course of action throughout the
conference.

●

Non-Interruptive Points: Unlike interruptive points, non-interruptive points can only be used
when a Chairperson explicitly asks if there are any points or motions on the floor.

●

Point: Contrary to motions, which delegates put forth to decide upon the next course of the
debate, points are used for the sole purpose of facilitating the conference’s procedure.

●

Present: Delegates can vote on a resolution with ‘yes’, ‘no’, or ‘abstention’.

●

Present and Voting: Delegates have to vote on a resolution with either a ‘yes’ or ‘no’.

●

Roll Call: The first part of the Conference is known as the roll call. During the roll call, the name of
each participating nation will be called aloud in alphabetical order by the Dais. Delegates can
either respond with ‘present’ or ‘present and voting’. A roll call will be taken everytime delegates
reconvene at the conference setting after postponement of the debate.

●

Sponsors: The nations that have contributed the most in terms of developing a particular
document, particularly the Draft Resolution.

●

Signatories: Signatories are nations that wish to see a certain document debated. Signatories do
not have to be members of the bloc writing the document.

●

Simple Majority: A simple majority is 50% of the quorum plus ‘1’. For instance, let us assume that
the quorum for a committee is 60. Therefore, the simple majority for this committee would be 31.

●

Quorum: The total number of nations present at the committee.

●

Unfriendly Amendment: Amendments are considered unfriendly if at least one of the sponsors of
the original Draft Resolution disagrees with it.

●

Working Paper: The first step in the resolution formation process, the working paper is an
informal document where delegates can begin gathering ideas and forming solutions in point
format. It essentially a ‘rough draft’ of the Draft Resolution that will follow.

●

Yields: If a delegate finishes their Speakers List speech and still has some speaking time to spare,
they must yield their time. Delegates can either yield their time to the Chairperson, to questions,
or to another delegate. Delegates should note that they only have the option to yield their time
during the formal debate (the Speakers List).
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Rules of Debate
Written Motions
Instead of voicing them aloud, these motions are written on formal notes and delivered to the
Chairperson by way of an Usher.
Format:
From: Delegates should insert the full names of their nations here.
To: Chairperson
Purpose:
●

Appeal to the Chairperson’s Decision: If the delegate wishes to motion for an appeal to the
Chairperson’s decision, the purpose should look similar to the following:

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions for an appeal to the Chairperson’s decision because
(insert reasoning behind the appeal).”
●

Right of Reply: If the delegate wishes to motion for a right of reply, the purpose should look
similar to the following:

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions for a right of reply to (insert full name of target nation)
because (insert reasoning behind the right of reply).”
Verbal Motions
These motions can be verbalized aloud when the Committee Chairperson opens the floor for any points
or motions. One significant aspect to take into account is that verbal motions need to be seconded.
The Debate
“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to open the debate to discuss (input the Committee
topic).”
●

The Speakers List

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to set the Speakers List for a speaker’s time of (insert the
suggested length of speaking time per delegate).”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Moderated Caucus

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to suspend the debate and move into a moderated
caucus with a total time of (insert total duration of the caucus) and a speaker’s time of (insert the suggested
length of speaking time per delegate) to discuss (insert desired topic).”
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To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Unmoderated Caucus

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to suspend the debate and move into an unmoderated
caucus for a total time of (insert total duration of the caucus) to (insert desired purpose of unmoderated
caucus).”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Consultation of the Whole

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to suspend the debate and move into a consultation of
the whole for a total time of (insert total duration of the caucus) to discuss (insert desired topic of discussion).”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Adjournment and Resumption of Debate

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to adjourn the meeting for the purpose of (insert the
purpose of adjournment).”
“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to resume the debate.”
To pass, this motion requires a simple majority.
●

Closure of Debate

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to close the debate and move into the introduction of
draft resolutions.”
To pass, this motion requires an absolute majority.
●

Debate on Amendments

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to close the introduction of draft resolutions and
commence the debate on amendments.”
To pass, this motion requires an absolute majority.
To pass, each amendment requires a simple majority.
●

Voting on Resolutions

“The delegate of (insert full name of nation) motions to close the debate on amendments and commence the
Resolution voting procedure.”
To pass, this motion requires an absolute majority.
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In order to pass and become the Committee’s official Resolution, the Draft should garner at least a
simple majority.
Points
Interruptive Points
●

Point of Personal Privilege:

This point can be utilized by a delegate whenever they experience a certain personal discomfort that
hinders their ability to fully participate in the conference at hand.
●

Point of Order:

A point of order is brought up when a delegate feels as though the rules of procedure have been broken.
Non-Interruptive Points
●

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry:

This point can be used whenever a delegate would like to ask the Dais members a question regarding the
overall rules of procedure.
●

Point of Information:

A point of information, also known as a point of inquiry, can be exercised by delegates whenever they
would like to ask a question regarding something they do not understand about the issue at hand.

Resolution Formation Process
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Flow and Structure of a Draft Resolution
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The Topic
‘Optimizing Agri-Food Systems to Achieve Global Food Security and
Environmental Prosperity’

Topic Overview
The challenges faced by the world today are
more complex and intricate than those of the
past. Indeed, today’s global issues are
increasingly coalescing to build the perfect
storm facing the international community
currently. These issues include an explosion of
urbanization, particularly in light of growing
demographics and migratory patterns. The
resulting
diversification
of
agricultural
backgrounds, experiences, and traditions has
impacted agricultural activities around the
world.

to drive productivity. Indeed, the private sector
is increasingly being recognized as a force for
change due to its access to large budgets and
human capital strengths in terms of knowledge
and expertise.

Food systems are also influenced by varied diets
and
health
considerations
including
malnutrition and overnutrition, as well as
chronic diseases such as diabetes, cancer, and
cardiovascular
and
respiratory
illnesses.
Additionally,
environmental
challenges
exacerbate sustainability and agricultural yields,
thwarting our ability to feed the growing world
population.
Moreover, rapid advancements in developed
nations’ agricultural systems and structures
leave developing countries to fend for
themselves in the face of plentiful and cheaper
produce overloading their markets. That said,
the
imbalance between private and public
spending towards agriculture may present
opportunities for change. This includes a bigger
role for African Small and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) especially in bridging the innovation gap

Most importantly, geopolitical relevance and
context-sensitivity are gaining traction as the
world is paying greater attention to the
variations across regions and areas that affect
agricultural and environmental interventions.
Relatedly, the integration of regional, national,
and local policies, as well as data-informed
approaches have enabled the streamlining of
processes due to the harmonization of policies.
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With projections putting the world population at
9 billion individuals in 2050, further rapid and
sustainable action is required to alleviate the
challenges stipulated above. This is even more
pressing due to environmental stressors
degrading land quality and negatively affecting
food security.
It is important to note that when speaking of
agriculture, what is meant is both farming and
cultivation processes; agriculture relates to both
animals and soil.
Agri-Food Systems and Their Optimization
Agri-Food
Systems
correspond
to
the
interrelated activities, institutions, people, and
processes responsible for agricultural efforts to
feed the world’s population. Relatedly, agri-food
chains denote all agricultural processes from
production
to
consumption.
The
often
overlooked aspects of agri-food systems are
excessive energy consumption at various stages
of the process as well as greenhouse gas
emissions, both of which contribute to global
warming and climate change.
According to FAO, today’s energy emissions are
15% higher than those in the 1990s. This
stipulates the need to balance innovation with
environmental considerations. Tapping into
renewable energy potentials may constitute part
of the way forward. Renewable energy resources
make use of the earth’s natural resources that
have the capacity to sustainably regenerate
themselves over time. These sources include
wind, water, air, solar energy, and geothermal
power. Food waste is also a potential energy
source; maximizing the energy output of wasted
food enables the reduction of food losses and is
one method of optimizing agri-food systems.
To this end, value-added production or
transformation of harvested crops can increase

countries’ comparative trade advantages. In
other words, taking a certain crop and creatively
transforming it into unique derivative products
creates new advantages for manufacturers,
particularly in the trading arena. This serves to
boost sales and fosters competition which
enhances product quality. One such example is
the use of by-products from the juicing industry
to create sustainable, vegan “apple leather” for
use in clothing and accessories. Value-added
production can also factor in sustainability
concerns, food safety, and environmental
regulations.
Overall, waste minimization and energy use
reduction
are
the
overarching
goals.
Biotechnology is an interesting venue to explore;
it has contributed to the betterment of breeding
and agricultural practices, particularly in the
face of agricultural diseases. Bio-energy, or the
production of energy through biological
processes within grains and manure, and crop
diversification also emphasize the growing
potential for sustainable agricultural and
environmental practices.

Substituting techniques and refining processes
likewise holds value in terms of energy
reduction. Examples include the preferred use of
organic fertilizers, switching to solar crop drying
mechanisms, route optimization, and the
reinvention of efficient packaging, among
others.
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Global Food Security
According to the UN Committee on World Food
Security, food security translates into every
human being having access to safe food that is
also nutritious and available in sufficient
quantities.
Furthermore,
the
definition
stipulates that to contribute to overall nutrition,
food preferences and dietary needs must be
taken into account.
Over the years, climate change, demographic
explosions, increasing prices of food and other
commodities, and environmental elements have
all hindered food security on a global scale.
Moving forward, adaptation responses and
mitigation approaches must consider a wide
array of themes, among which are water
resources,
trade,
land
usage,
food
manufacturing, shock resilience, and more.

The FAO estimates that by 2050, 120 million
hectares of land will be repurposed towards
agricultural aims. Bridging the gap between
current agricultural outcomes and expected
agricultural outcomes can help make better use
of current lands. This includes the efficient use
of fertilizers in appropriate quantities and at
correct timings. Irrigation systems and crop
types likewise impact land use and food security.
Moreover, growing crops to be consumed

directly instead of using said crops to feed
animals can help ensure hunger reduction.
Another prominent issue relating to food
security is the inappropriate storage of food
which generates unwarranted waste. The ability
to purchase food also remains problematic in
certain areas.
Environmental Prosperity
A dictionary definition of prosperity entails
growth, wealth, and success. Tied to the
environment, environmental prosperity is about
ensuring that economic and social aspirations do
not directly or indirectly harm the environment.

Environmental prosperity is one of the three
pillars of sustainable prosperity which considers
the social, economic, and environmental
dimensions for positive change and the increase
of community wealth and abundance. Withal,
sustainable prosperity strives to ensure healthy
economies, the maximization of community
space and place, and the growth of community
identity. It balances financial, environmental,
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health, and equity concerns. It also stresses
context-sensitive approaches and the need for
cross-cutting and multileveled partnerships to
reach these objectives.
Relatedly, if we shift our attention to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), we find
that environmental concerns have been
disaggregated
into
stand-alone
SDGs
representing
the
importance
and
comprehensiveness of each issue. In other
words, instead of lumping the environment into
a single SDG, various SDGs directly tackle
different environmental aspects: clean water and
sanitation (SDG 6), affordable and clean energy
(SDG 7), climate action (SDG 13), life below water
(SDG 14), and life on land (SDG 15). Other SDGs
also indirectly impact the environment; this is
expected because the SDGs were meant to be
interrelated since their inception.

Topic in Depth
The International Plant Protection Convention
(IPPC)
The IPPC was created
by FAO in 1951. Its text
focuses
on
plant
diseases
and
pest
management
and
control. It emphasizes
coordination
to
eradicate
pest
outbreaks and to maintain a running list of
plants, plant diseases, and pests. IPPC
established the International Standards for
Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) to reach these
objectives. The IPPC, the World Organization for
Animal Health, and the Codex Alimentarius
Commission outlined the guiding agricultural,
food safety, and animal health principles.

Different bodies were progressively established
under the IPPC to facilitate its work, of which the
Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM)
is the main one. The CPM Bureau offers financial
and managerial guidance to the IPPC. A
Standards Committee was also founded to
ensure the proper implementation of IPPC
standards.
Other
bodies
include
the
Implementation and Capacity Development
Committee (IC) extending technical expertise to
IPPC parties, the Strategic Planning Group (SPG)
which maps out strategic priorities, and the IPPC
Secretariat located in Rome within the FAO
headquarters which develops resources and
engages in communication and collaboration
efforts.
The Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC)
Created in 1961, the Codex Alimentarius
Commission (CAC) is responsible for the
implementation of the Codex Alimentarius
which aims to protect consumer health and
guarantee the ease and fairness of trade. The
FAO, joined by the World Health Organization
(WHO) in 1962, are the key UN agencies related
to the Codex Alimentarius Commission. They
both provide scientific research findings which
further refine Codex Alimentarius guidelines. It
is important to note that the CAC cannot regulate
processes or enforce the Codex Alimentarius as it
is meant to serve as a reference rather than a
legal standard.
As such, the Codex Alimentarius is a rigorous
compilation of FAO publications delving into
food production, consumption, safety, and
labeling, hygiene, imports and exports, and
pesticide use.
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The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP)
Founded in 1972, the UNEP is the leading
environmental UN organization focusing on
environmental sustainability and in charge of
setting and implementing an environmental
agenda. UNEP fosters collaboration and
partnerships
between
member
states,
nongovernmental
organizations,
private
businesses and others for the safekeeping of the
environment so that present and future
generations are able to enjoy it. It emphasizes
quality of life and raises awareness about the
importance of the environment. Its headquarters
are in Kenya, with several offices and research
centers around the globe. Since 2015, the UNEP’s
efforts have been centered on reaching the 2030
Agenda which is another name given to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It
provides technical and technological assistance
to countries in addition to development
planning, and relies on voluntary contributions
(95%) for the majority of its work. Its thematic
topics relate to climate change, conflicts,
disasters, efficiency, governance, environmental
management, and waste.
The World Food Summit on Food Security
Organized by FAO in 1996, the World Food
Summit concluded with the development of the
Rome Declaration on World Food Security which
set the premise for the first Millennium
Development Goal focused on poverty and
hunger
alleviation.
Indeed,
the
Rome
Declaration’s aspiration was to reduce world
hunger in half by 2015. Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) participating in a forum on
the sidelines of the summit criticized
industrialization’s impact on poor farmers,
stressing the need for action to protect the Right
to Food.

Subsequent World Food Summits have convened
since then, including the 2002 summit which led
to drafting Right to Food Guidelines. These
guidelines outlined how states could achieve the
right to food. Whilst non-binding in nature, they
stress states’ responsibility to ensure that
individuals have access to food deriving from the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR). The guidelines were
officially adopted in 2004. They are grounded in
international law and in the ICESCR. They detail
pre-requisites to achieving the right to food,
policies and strategies to implement this right,
elaborate on the legal aspect of it, and stress on
the need of food availability, assisting those who
are most vulnerable to food insecurity, and
planning for emergencies as well as preventive
disaster risk reduction measures.
A second World Food Summit dedicated to food
security was convened in 2009. During this
summit, countries recommitted to the goal of
eradicating world hunger.
The most recent World Food Summit was held in
September 2021 and focused on assessing the
progress in achieving the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), specifically from a
food systems lens.
The Alliance Against Hunger and Malnutrition
Established in 2002, the Alliance Against Hunger
and
Malnutrition
(AAHM)
works
on
strengthening countries’ efficiency in combating
hunger and advocating against malnutrition. It
does
this
by
fostering
multileveled
collaborations across organizations and states
passionate about this cause. By sharing
knowledge and diverse resources, AAHM also
tackles food insecurity. The Alliance’s objectives
are in line with MDG 1 and MDG 8 emphasizing
hunger and poverty reduction and the need for
global partnerships, respectively. It bridges the
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gap between top level and grassroots level
initiatives, stemming from the belief that unity
can increase efficiency.

FAO Campaigns and Programs
The Food and Agriculture Organization has
launched several campaigns and established
manifold programs throughout the years
targeting agriculture, food insecurity, hunger,
malnutrition, and the environment. Below are
some of those relevant campaigns and programs.
TeleFood
The TeleFood campaign was first launched in
1997 and takes place annually on the anniversary
of the FAO’s creation which also happens to be
World Food Day. It consists of varied events
including concerts and sports. It is built around
the fight against hunger and leveraging
television and media to amplify its impact. It was
able to generate around 28 million United States
dollars in 2001. These donations went towards
sustainable projects helping local farmers in
different countries around the world to increase
their food production capacities. This is done
through purchasing needed equipment for the
farmers to use in agriculture, including fishing

gear and planting seeds. The projects are varied
in nature and tend to be context specific. Some
examples include creating school gardens,
preparing school lunches, raising pigs and fish,
and teaching kids about the process of growing
food.

Each project can have a maximum cost of 10 000
United States dollars. Around half of the funds
are disbursed to projects either led by youth and
women or inclusive of them. Support for the
campaign takes different shapes and forms such
as promoting it, sponsoring an event which
raises awareness about it, or making a donation
to small projects.
Goodwill Ambassador Programme
Focused on envisioning a hunger-free world,
FAO selects inspiring and talented individuals
who are passionate about hunger eradication
and drawing attention to worldwide hunger and
the need to eliminate it.
It was originally pioneered in 1999 and serves to
show that individuals can also champion the
fight against hunger; this is not a role to be
solely played by states. Goodwill ambassadors
have helped create momentum around the cause
and their advocacy work can sometimes
influence political decisions.
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Soaring Food Prices
The Soaring Food Prices initiative was launched
in 2007 to assist local farmers in increasing their
agricultural yields to make more money. This
work falls under the United Nations System High
Level Task Force on the Global Food Security
Crisis (HLTF). FAO was able to implement varied
projects in more than 25 countries and to carry
out missions in 60 countries. Efforts were
monitored using the Global Information and
Early Warning System on Food and Agriculture
which further tailored policy suggestions. In
2008, the HLTF created the Comprehensive
Framework for Action (CFA) in response to
skyrocketing increases in food prices which
aggravated tensions, hunger, and vulnerability.
CFA helped urgently respond to imminent
vulnerabilities whilst planting the seeds for
resilience. It also generated a conversation
around food security and the enhancement of
nutrition, followed by more concerted action
towards these goals.

individuals’ access to food, notably by enhancing
the stability of agricultural production. The
emphasis is on ameliorating farming practices
and technologies whilst removing bureaucratic
barriers. Evolution was built into the SPFS in that
the program is meant to continuously amend
itself based on context-specific information and
local conditions. It is inclusive of farmers’ voices
as they determine country priorities alongside
country planners. Finally, it is important to note
that equity, environment, and gender are
streamlined into the program.

Special Program for Food Security (SPFS)
Since 1994, this program has been FAO’s leading
attempt at reducing hunger, with different
coherent goals and milestones set accordingly.
Indeed, the first aspiration was to slash hunger
in half by 2015 under the umbrella of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). To this
end, the program emphasized the creation of
concrete and efficient solutions in more than 100
countries around the world to eradicate poverty,
hunger, and malnutrition. Many countries have
gone a step farther by translating their
endeavors
into
national
strategies
and
initiatives. The Special Program for Food
Security particularly addresses low-income
countries suffering from food shortages. It
targets the sustainable increase of food
production, food security, and increases

EndingHunger Project
In 2010, FAO launched the ‘1billionhungry’
project: an online petition containing bold
images and language to stand against hunger.
The project’s icon is a yellow whistle, calling on
people to be whistleblowers challenging hunger.
The aim of the project was to pressure
governments into acting against hunger. The
campaign was pushed through different social
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media channels and included a promotional
video. It garnered the support of Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) and celebrities from
various fields, including Goodwill Ambassadors.
In 2011, the name of the project was changed to
“EndingHunger
campaign”
after
the
1billionhungry project successfully gathered 3
million signatures. Partnerships and the
leveraging of the internet and social media
remain at the core of the project. It also worked
on evolving its message to appeal to the youth.
Forestry
Forestry directly relates to agriculture because
trees have the power to impact climate
variations, soil erosion, and water supplies.
When
thinking
about
forests,
several
considerations are at play: environmental
sustainability, economic gain, and balancing
both of these elements. Overall, FAO has
extended knowledge and technical expertise
throughout the years to assist countries in
elaborating national programs targeting forests.
It has also allowed member states to meet and
discuss forestry concerns and initiatives and
helped countries with their data collection
mechanisms regarding forests.
Furthermore, FAO publishes the Global Forest
Resources Assessment each five years, thus
examining changes in forestry. Other important
publications include the State of the World’s
Forests published each two years, the FAO
Yearbook of Forest Products, and Unasylva
which has been FAO’s forestry journal since
1947.
Moreover, since 1926, FAO has been organizing
the World Forestry Congress every six years. This
congress acts as a forum for member states to
impart valuable knowledge regarding forest
conservation and resource management.

More recently, and in partnership with the
Arbor Day Foundation, FAO announced the Tree
Cities of the World initiative in 2018. This
program aspires to recognize world cities that
have striven to protect urban forestry. Starting
2019, municipalities were asked to apply to the
program.
Fisheries
Fisheries have been a FAO focus from 1995
onwards. In 1995, an international symposium
was held in Quebec to celebrate FAO turning 50.
After the symposium, a ministerial meeting took
place. Whilst focusing on food security, the
participants drew up a Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries aimed at protecting
aquatic resources from exploitation as well as
safeguarding the environment. As a complement
to the Code, a Fisheries Agreement Register
(FARISIS) was put in place in 1999. It gathers all
fishery agreements for easy access.
FAO also has a department dedicated to fisheries
and
aquaculture
working
towards
the
sustainable usage of resources, in line with food
security. It also aspires to increase human
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well-being and to reduce poverty. Its mission
centers around the strengthening of governance
at multiple levels and capacity building to
enhance
technical
expertise,
managerial
abilities, and enhance conservation of fisheries
and aquatic life.
Pests and Plant Diseases

The International Plant Protection Convention
(IPPC) mentioned earlier in this section outlines
preventive measures against the propagation of
plant diseases and pests in all plants. For this
purpose, it keeps lists of the most prevalent
pests and tracks their outbreaks in addition to
promoting integrated management of pests,
particularly in Asia as it relates to rice. FAO
extends technical training regarding pest control
and plant disease prevention and management
through its Farmer Field School (FFS). In 1994, it
also set up the Emergency Prevention System for
Transboundary Animal and Plant Pests and
Diseases to assist governments in responding to
different plant diseases. Other specialized FAO
programs and services focus on specific diseases
such as rinderpest and locust and monitor their
presence or expansion in the world.

Sustainability, Ecological Footprint, and Resilience
Sustainability and concerns around it have
always existed. Nevertheless, the modern use of

the term was pioneered by the Brundtland
Commission, emphasizing the idea of fulfilling
current generations’ needs whilst not impacting
future generations’ needs. Sustainability as we
know it consists of three interrelated
dimensions: economic, environmental, and
social with the aspiration of balancing between
all three. Some models also include a cultural
pillar.

At the turn of the millennium, the United
Nations Millennium Declaration created the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) focused
on the most prevalent and urgent problems in
the world. The MDGs reflected concerns within
all pillars of sustainability. As their term neared
its end in 2015, they were renewed as the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with a
target date of 2030. The SDGs are 17 in number,
with
169
targets,
and focus on the
interconnectedness of issues and, consequently,
of solutions. While the MDGs were halfway
goals, the SDGs are zero goals in the sense that
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MDGs wanted to halve poverty, hunger, and
other causes, whilst the SDGs want to reach a
world in which there is no poverty and no hunger
for example, among other causes.

resilience. This essentially means ensuring
balance between manmade structures and
nature, including interactions between both.
Policymakers have a big role to play in achieving
this, particularly as legislators issuing and
amending laws related to nature and natural
resources.
Energy and Monocultures

Weak sustainability and strong sustainability are
important considerations. To elaborate, weak
sustainability refers to elements that can be
done away with easily because there are better
substitutes or more sustainable options out
there. It is focused on interchangeability.
Examples include fossil fuels, polluted air,
minerals, and more. Strong sustainability, on the
other hand, refers to elements or resources that
are complementary instead of interchangeable.
These elements are irreplaceable. Climate and
biodiversity
are
examples
of
strong
sustainability.
The aim of sustainability is to reduce our
ecological footprint which translates to our
consumption and utilization of natural resources
including land and seas. When our ecological
footprint is greater than earth’s ability to
regenerate its resources, we fall into ecological
deficit meaning that we start over-exhausting
the environment due to extracting or utilizing
extra resources in an unsustainable manner. The
solution can be found in building ecological

Energy is linked to all pillars of sustainability.
Indeed, energy poverty is a term used to describe
the state of non-access to basic energy needs.
This could be due to socioeconomic factors or to
a lack of adequate infrastructure. On the
environmental level, examining energy is
important as we can distinguish nonrenewable
energy sources such as fossil fuels from
renewable energies that are more sustainable
such as geothermal energy, hydraulic energy,
solar energy, wind energy, and more.
Nevertheless, in some instances, renewable
energies can be harmful to the environment. For
example, biofuels made from food crops can
become unsustainable if forests are cleared to
plant more of the relevant fuel crops.

Moreover, growing the same crop in the same
land repeatedly and without variation – a
practice known as monoculture – is harmful to
the soil and to the ecosystem. This is because
monocultures lead to a loss of soil nutrients.
Land rotation, which essentially translates to
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planting different crops in the soil instead of
planting the same crop over and over again,
helps maintain and enrich natural nutrients
found in the soil and build up healthy
ecosystems where different insects exist, thus
protecting plants from different harms. In
monocultures, the loss of nutrients has led to
farmers increasing the use of herbicides,
pesticides, and other synthetic products
including fertilizers to compensate for this loss.
This is further damaging to the soil, gradually
rendering it infertile. Furthermore, the residue
of synthetic additives is not decomposed after
the crops are harvested; instead, it can seep into
groundwater, therefore polluting water sources.
The weakening of the soil also makes it prone to
erosion or degradation, rendering it a threat for
animals, trees, and humans alike.

Pertinent Features
Climate Change and Nutrition
Climate change refers to a change in climatic
conditions leading to the heating up of the
planet due to excess carbon dioxide emissions
created from human activity, notably activity
which involves fossil fuels. As climate change
shifts climatic conditions, it tampers with the
temperature, humidity, air flow, and other
factors interfering with the growth of plants and
crops. This hurts plants and animals alike and
impacts entire ecosystems. It also increases the
risk of natural disasters including floods,
hurricanes, wildfires, and droughts. Climate
change also decreases the nutritional value of
crops as it reduces the amount of nutrients
found within the soil and subsequently
consumed by crops.

According to the Harvard T.H. Chan School of
Public Health, we extract 76% of our daily
nutrients from plants that we consume. Staple
crops affected by climate change lose up to 8% in
proteins, 10% in zinc, and 5% in iron. These
could in turn result in deficiencies, notably
within
children
and
pregnant
women,
deteriorating children’s brain development and
mothers’ health. These deficiencies also
negatively interfere with our immune system
and hemoglobin production.
Biodiversity and Permaculture
Permaculture is a method of design which serves
to simulate patterns found in nature. It seeks to
build self-sufficient and sustainable agricultural
practices focused on perennial crops and plants.
It aims for these processes to be easy to
implement and to mimic forests as well as other
environments.
There are several examples of permaculture such
as food forests, ring gardens, and the use of
swales. Food forests, also called food gardens,
have been on the increase in recent years,
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constituting communal spaces for gathering in
addition to forming habitats for animals and
providing food all in one space. In terms of ring
gardens, the most popular one was developed in
California to combat drought. It was elaborated
as a rotating and solar-powered structure aiding
with desalination and food growth. Last but not
least, the use of swales in permaculture
combines mounds which help increase the
capture of rainwater to be reused for irrigating
crops and plants.

countries where laws do not require companies
to label their manufactured foods nor to mention
that there were genetically modified elements
within it.

Another concern is the loss of old plant species
as farmers drift towards planting genetically
modified foods. When these species are lost,
their potentially beneficial properties are lost as
well. This additionally leads to a loss in
biodiversity related to crops, but also potentially
related to animals and insects.
Genetically Modified Foods (GM Foods)
As the name indicates, genetically modified
foods are foods that have had their genes altered
to make them more impervious and resistant to
environmental elements and insects. These
genetic modifications are sometimes also carried
out to change other food or crop properties like
shape, color, taste, and more. The downsides of
this process of genetic modification is that it
involves gene transfers which may involve genes
that are poisonous to certain insects and
animals. This is particularly concerning as there
is no sufficient information at this point in time
about how mass genetic modifications might
impact ecosystems and plants, especially in
terms of cross-breeding. Moreover, some
transferred genes might trigger allergic
reactions once the plant or crop is consumed by
animals or individuals. Product labeling is a
related issue to the aforementioned, notably in

Vertical Hydroponic Farming
Vertical hydroponic farming is a sustainable
means of feeding the planet. It presents a
number of benefits, including the fact that it
allows land and soil to rest, heal, and regenerate
which in turn allows ecosystem restoration. It
also makes use of urban spaces, enables crop
growth all year long, reduces the usage of
harmful chemicals in agriculture, and increases
food security while expanding healthy food
choices. Furthermore, it indirectly helps with the
conservation of forests and biodiversity.
Vertical hydroponic farming is a form of indoor
farming; however, it goes a step further to
eliminate traditional agricultural practices. In
other words, it uses LED lights instead of sun
energy and soil alternatives such as coconut
husks to prevent the growth of weeds as well as
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the proliferation of insects. Furthermore,
vertical stacking of seed trays helps preserve
space and generate more crop yields. Simply put,
vertical farming is about farming in a vertical
way instead of the traditional, horizontal layout
of farming. Water infused with nutrients is used
in vertical farming.

Vertical hydroponic farming ensures the
provision of fresh and abundant produce,
particularly in countries suffering from droughts
and aridity. The integration of technology can
further increase its outcomes and efficiency by
optimizing the use of input resources such as
water and nutrients. This decreases the waste of
water. As a matter of fact, hydroponic methods
have been proven to decrease water usage by
90% compared to traditional farms.
Nevertheless, vertical hydroponic farming also
has its challenges. Notably, it comes at a high
cost, particularly in terms of energy. It also gets
somewhat tricky in terms of providing adequate
environmental conditions for the growth of
plants or crops. These include humidity,
temperature, and air flow.
Algorithmic Cyber Agriculture
Algorithmic models provide insights into
growing diverse crops in varied patterns to boost

crop diversity and ecological resilience. Machine
learning or cyber learning, which translate into
the algorithmic use of technologies, additionally
optimize growing environments thus leading to
better crop properties, including taste. All of this
work is done without altering the molecules of
plants and crops. In other words, the harvested
crops are not genetically modified foods.
Instead, data and technology intersect to
examine plant patterns, genetics, and their
interactions with the environment surrounding
these plants to optimize these conditions.

Research discoveries made by Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) scientists utilizing
algorithmic and cyber techniques show, for
example, that exposing plants to light 24 hours
per day yields optimal flavor. Findings are
usually applied to vertical hydroponic farming
techniques, among others. Algorithmic farming
remains challenging though due to the lack of
publicly available data or open source
information. This secrecy hinders research
progress, particularly as it may lead to time and
resource waste caused by duplicated efforts.
Linking hydroponic trays to food computers
allows researchers to delve into implementing
biotechnological analyses to plants and to test
different computational variations that would
optimize environmental conditions. By varying
environmental conditions, chemical conditions
within plants are naturally altered, thus
increasing their positive outcomes which may
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include medicinal and health benefits. These
technologies also enable the fast-paced
generation of data leading to the faster
implementation of modifications within plant
growth cycles.
Fungi’s Benefits in Agriculture
Fungi are living organisms such as molds,
mushrooms, and yeasts. They play an important
role in the soil by helping with the
decomposition process which in turn increases
the natural level of nitrogen found in the soil.
This is prominent because nitrogen acts as a
natural fertilizer for the soil. Fungi can also
transform nitrogen into proteins and a specific
type of fungi called AMF, short for Arbuscular
Mycorrhizal Fungi, can partner with plants and
exchange soil nitrogen for plant sugars. Fungi
can also increase phosphorus concentrations in
the soil, phosphorus being another chemical
substance found in fertilizers. Furthermore,
fungi networks found at the root of plants can
help plants subsist through droughts. They can
also absorb harmful bacteria, thus preventing
soil and water contamination. Due to these
properties, the process of turning fungi into
pesticides is being looked into and considered.
Space Farming
NASA and other space agencies have been
involved in space farming for several years now,
simultaneously analyzing crops grown in space
and generating related data sent to Earth.
Extensive research to optimize the process of
growing fruits and vegetables in space has led to
discoveries and innovations that hold benefits
on Earth as well.

For instance, the use of LED lights in the process
has been proven to conserve 60% more energy
than the usage of traditional lights. Moreover,
the reduction of plants’ natural production of
ethylene has been detrimental in ensuring that
fruits and vegetables last longer in space, and
consequently,
on
earth.
The
scrubbing
technology used in this process has also shown
reduction in the growth of bacteria and fungi,
therefore further aiding in food preservation.
Sensors that were developed to measure plants’
water content have likewise reduced water waste
by allowing for more precise watering patterns.
Moreover, aeroponic growth techniques in which
plants grow as they are suspended in the air were
developed in space. These techniques allow for
faster-growing crops, less soil and water
consumption, and plants’ increased resilience to
diseases.

Global Efforts
United Nations Climate Change Conference in 2021
(COP26)
Going on for 26 years now, the United Nations
has been holding climate change summits
known as COPs - short for Conferences of the
Parties. The 2021 conference was presided over
by the United Kingdom. It was preceded by talks
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with stakeholders from around the world
regarding climate change. The talks included
leaders,
politicians,
private corporations,
activists, citizens, and more. These various
constituents were also present at COP26.

Another conference also took place before COP26
to prepare youth for their advocacy efforts
during COP26 and beyond. This event was the
16th edition Conference of the Youth (COY16).
During COY16, youth elaborated statements
which were later on shared with world leaders at
COP26.
Overall, COPs act as important fora to discuss
climate change and its ramifications, notably
those related to the environment, food systems,
and food security. COP21 is memorable among
the COPs because state parties adopted the Paris
Agreement during it. This came as a response to
the increasing warming of the earth’s
temperatures. All countries present at COP21
committed to keep global warming under 2
degrees celsius, more specifically aiming for 1.5
degrees celsius. They would do so by aligning
their national policies with the Paris Agreement
and by spelling out their greenhouse gas
emissions
which they called Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs). They agreed
to revise their plans every 5 years.

COP26 was the first time that countries would
look into revising their national plans, seeing as
no COP was held in 2020 due to the COVID-19
pandemic. 153 countries submitted their NDCs by
COP26. This year’s conference particularly
focused on eliminating coal power and reversing
deforestation. Different topics were delved into
during the conference including carbon trading,
bilateral
cooperation,
climate
change,
deforestation, and methane. One of COP26’s
outcomes was a concerted agreement outlined in
the Glasgow Climate Pact to intensify endeavors
towards combating climate change and
vulnerability reduction. This pact emphasized
four main pillars to reach these ambitious goals:
adaptation,
collaboration,
finance,
and
mitigation. Participating countries agreed to
revisit their progress along these four
cornerstones in 2022.
United Nations Food Systems Summit 2021

This
summit
was
convened
by
UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to examine
current food systems and means of transforming
them to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Innovation and transformation
were at the heart of the summit which had
numerous objectives emphasizing the centrality
of food systems to reach the SDGs Agenda. It also
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aimed to generate a common understanding
around a framework for food systems, increase
inclusion,
develop
better
processes
for
monitoring and evaluation, and accelerate food
systems’ modification.
This virtual summit took place after COP26 and
underlined the linkages between climate, climate
change, and food systems. It stressed the need
for collaborations and pinpointed entry points in
policies and institutions to integrate the Climate
Convention in order to reduce climate change
and strengthen food systems. Another important
topic of discussion was food systems’
mainstreaming into NDCs and other national
processes which already existed.
FAO Partnerships with Other UN Agencies
FAO regularly partners with other UN agencies in
the effort of optimizing agricultural and food
systems, achieving food security, combating
climate change, and ensuring environmental
prosperity. Listed below are some of the most
recent collaborations that FAO has entered into
to reach these ambitious goals.

nations in enhancing their agricultural systems
and in making more efficient use of their land.
This is explicitly tied to the NDCs and fulfilling
commitments towards the Paris Agreement. The
projects implemented through this fund aim at
reducing poverty and hunger and protecting
those who are most vulnerable to climatic
changes and climate-related disasters. The
emphasis is also on decreasing greenhouse gas
emissions
while
building
resiliency.
Furthermore, the focus on soil is intentional as
soil holds the second largest concentration of
carbon dioxide after the oceans. It must be noted
that the overuse of land as well as soil erosion
also increase carbon dioxide emissions.
All in all, this fund allows FAO and UNDP to
provide technical expertise and assistance to
10-12 developing nations, on varied topics
including budgeting efforts and required
planning to cope with climate change. It also
fosters cross-sectoral collaboration between
governments on the one hand, and between
governments and varied stakeholders on the
other hand.
During the same year, in 2019, both UN agencies
renewed their Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) for increased collaboration towards the
achievement of the SDGs.
FAO, UNEP, WHO, and the World Organization for
Animal Health (OIE)

FAO and the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP)
In 2019, Germany funded a joint trust fund
between FAO and UNDP to assist developing

This collaboration between FAO, UNEP, WHO,
and OIE serves to consolidate a platform
centered around the One Health approach. To
elaborate, the One Health approach emphasizes
cross-sectoral,
interdisciplinary,
and
multileveled collaborations to optimize health
for animals, the environment, people, and
plants, noting the interconnections between the
aforementioned.
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The joint collaboration focuses on health threats
to animals, individuals, plants, and ecosystems,
particularly in light of COVID-19. It allows for
UN agencies to enter in dialogues with
government representatives, the private sector,
activists,
youth,
nongovernmental
organizations, and others to share learned
lessons and brainstorm innovative initiatives.

There is a particular focus on antimicrobial
resistance, seeing as it is the leading cause of
other issues which impact health, food security,
and the environment. For its part, COVID-19 has
exposed systematic gaps and made the argument
for collaborative specialized efforts, especially in
the face of transboundary challenges. It has also
shown the need for a One Health approach.
Indeed, collaborations enable the pooling of
monetary and human resources thus increasing
the efficiency of developing solutions.
The Green Climate Fund
The Green Climate Fund was created as part of
the United Nations Framework Convention on

Climate Change (UNFCCC) to assist developing
countries’ efforts in reducing their greenhouse
gas emissions and to fund risk mitigation and
adaptation plans countering climate change.

There are currently 150 projects being
implemented out of 190 projects, with 10 billion
dollars having been committed to date. These
efforts have allowed 612.1 million individuals to
become more resilient in the face of climate
change, all the while reducing carbon dioxide
emissions by 2 billion tons. The projects
themselves are widely varied, ranging from
endeavors related to ecosystems and forests to
initiatives pertaining to food, health, land use,
energy,
water,
infrastructure,
transport,
livelihoods, industries, and cities.

Learning Outcomes
●

Delegates
will
gain
a
deeper
understanding of agri-food systems, food
security, and environmental prosperity,
including challenges and opportunities
within each realm.

●

Delegates will further learn how to think
critically
when
considering
past
approaches, current endeavors, and
opportunities for further refinement,
development,
and
optimization
of
systems and efforts.
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●

Delegates will grow in their knowledge of
sustainability and existing linkages
between
economic,
social,
and
environmental considerations as well as
the interconnectedness of problems on
the one hand and solutions on the other.

and social pillars as it relates to the
committee’s topic and to portray this
understanding through their position
paper, speeches, and draft resolutions.
●

Delegates should aspire not to replicate
already carried out efforts, but rather
expand and refine these efforts. This
includes suggesting stronger and more
diversified funding mechanisms and
monitoring
and
evaluation
(M&E)
processes while delving into the minutiae
of these.

●

Delegates should remember to streamline
gender, environmental, and equity lenses
through their different suggestions as
well
as
consider
the
Sustainable
Development
Goals
and
their
interrelatedness.

Recommendations
●

●

●

●

Delegates must strive to understand past
and current conventions and agreements
related to agriculture, food security, and
the environment. This includes engaging
in more
thorough research of those
mentioned throughout this guide, but also
pinpointing other such documents that
they believe might be crucial to the topic
at hand.
Delegates should research innovative and
country-specific
approaches
to
agricultural and environmental issues
within their countries and consider
whether or not these can be replicated on
a larger scale. This includes thinking
about
needed
modifications
or
adaptations to make this possible.
Delegates are strongly advised to
understand the working structures and
powers of core UN bodies and agencies as
well as existing linkages between them
pertaining to this committee’s topic. This
includes the powers of the UN General
Assembly,
FAO, UNEP, and the UN
Development Program.
As they are preparing for the conference
and on the days of the conference,
delegates will be expected to demonstrate
an understanding of sustainability and the
balancing of its economic, environmental,

Key Questions
●

What are your country’s natural resources
and agricultural practices? And how well
is your country managing its natural and
mineral resources?

●

How much of your country’s budget is
invested
in
agricultural
and
environmental endeavors?

●

Are there unrelated expenditures that
your country could cut down on and
reroute
towards
agricultural
and
environmental projects?

●

How active are nongovernmental and civil
society organizations in your country
within the fields of agriculture, food
security,
and
environmental
conservation? And what are their
projects?
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●

Are there existing national or local laws
supporting Small and Medium Enterprises
and small farmers? And what type of
support do they provide (financial,
technical, ect.)?

●

What are some innovative approaches to
agriculture,
food
security,
and
environmental conservation that have
been developed and are being utilized in
your country?

●

What projects or endeavors does your
country collaborate on with UN agencies,
including FAO, UNEP, and others, if any?
If there are no current collaborations,
which specific areas or themes could your
country benefit from collaboration on?

●

What are some barriers that stand in the
way of optimizing agricultural, food, and
environmental systems in your country
and how can they be overcome?

Annexes
Relevant Institutions
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Alliance Against Hunger and Malnutrition (AAHM)
Arbor Day Foundation
Brundtland Commission
Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC)
Committee on World Food Security (CFS)
Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM)
Commission on Phytosanitary Measures Bureau (CPM Bureau)
Consultative Group on Agricultural Research (CGIAR)
FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
Implementation and Capacity Development Committee (IC) related to the IPPC
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
International Agri-Food Network (IAFN)
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
International Plant Protection Convention Secretariat (IPPC Secretariat)
International Institute of Agriculture (IIA)
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
Standards Committee related to the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)
Strategic Planning Group (SPG) related to the IPPC
United Nations (UN)
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

United Nations Committee on World Food Security
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
United Nations System High Level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis (HLTF)
World Food Programme (WFP)
World Health Organization (WHO)
World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)

Relevant Legal Treaties, Frameworks, and Conventions
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries
Comprehensive Framework for Action (CFA)
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
Constitution of the Food and Agriculture Organization
Global Food Security Act
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)
International Food Security Treaty (IFST)
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)
Paris Agreement
Rome Declaration on World Food Security
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
United Nations Millennium Declaration

Relevant Conferences
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Conference of the Parties 21 and 26 (COP21 and COP26) also known as United Nations Climate
Change Conference(s)
Conference of the Youth 16 (COY16)
Forum for the Future of Agriculture (FFA)
Global Food Security Conference
Global Forum for Food and Agriculture (GFFA)
Global Future Farming Summit
International Conference on Food Security (ICFSN)
International Conference on Monitoring Forest Degradation and Deforestation
United Nations Biodiversity Conference
UN Conference on Food and Agriculture
United Nations Food Systems Summit 2021
World Food Summit on Food Security
World Forestry Congress
World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)
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Miscellaneous Annex/Key Terms
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Emergency Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and Plant Pests and Diseases
Farmer Field School (FFS)
FAO’s Fisheries Agreement Register (FARISIS)
FAO Yearbook of Forest Products
Global Food Security Index
Global Forest Resources Assessment
Global Information and Early Warning System on Food and Agriculture
Goodwill Ambassador Programme
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
One Health Approach/Partner Platform
Special Program for Food Security (SPFS)
Soaring Food Prices
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Telefood
Tree Cities of the World initiative
Unasylva (Journal)
World Food Day
1billionhungry Project

Further References
●

https://www.pbs.org/food/features/lexicon-of-sustainability-unconventional-agriculture/

●

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjN4t9fWza0

●

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJgMzxUTx2U

●

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75evrzgNsMs

●

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpTuNZBtIY8
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