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A: Introduction to the committee:
The United Nations Security Council is one of the six primary organs of the United
Nations (UN). Its purpose is to ensure international peace and security accept
new members to the UN and approve any changes to its charter. It can also
establish peacekeeping operations and international sanctions, authorize military
actions through resolutions - it is the only committee with the right to send
binding resolutions to member states. The council held its first session on 17
January 1946.

The security council has 5 permanent members and 10 non-permanent members.
The permanent members include China, the United States, the United Kingdom,
Russia, and France. These countries have the power to veto a proposal. The nonpermanent members of the committee in 2019 are the Dominican Republic,
Equatorial Guinea, Germany, Indonesia, Kuwait, Peru, Poland, Belgium, Cote
d’Ivoire, and South Africa.

B: Introduction to the topic: The Crisis in Yemen
Yemen had been vulnerable for years even before the current conflict. Around
half of the population lived in poverty and the country faced instability, weak
governance, underdevelopment, unemployment, and hunger.
Yemen has been troubled with wars and conflicts for decades. But the current
conflict escalated in March 2015 when the Saudi-led coalition began bombing
Houthi rebels. The group Houthi rebels emerged as an opposition to former
Yemeni president Ali Abdullah Saleh, whom they charged with massive financial
corruption and criticized for being backed by Saudi Arabia and the United States.
Shiite rebels with links to Iran and a history of rising up against the Sunni
government—took control of Yemen’s capital and largest city, Sana’a, demanding
lower fuel prices and a new government. Following failed negotiations, the rebels
seized the presidential palace in January 2015, leading President Abd Rabbu
Mansour Hadi and his government to resign. Beginning in March 2015, a coalition
of Gulf States led by Saudi Arabia launched a campaign of economic isolation and

airstrikes against the Houthi insurgents, with U.S. logistical and intelligence
support.
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Definition of Key Terms
Houthis: An Iran-aligned group in Yemen’s north who swept to power in the
capital Sanaa in 2014. The group began to extend its power in 2015, leading to
the overthrow of Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi's internationally-recognized
government.
Shiite: A follower of the Shia branch of Islam.
Zaydi: A leader of Yemen's Islamic faith, one of Shi'a'a's three major branches,
who acknowledges a continuing line of imams inherited by Zaid.

Famine: Extreme shortage of food
ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross): The International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an impartial, neutral, and independent
organization whose independently humanitarian mission is to protect the
lives and dignity of victims of war and internal violence and to provide them
with assistance

General Overview
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KEY ISSUES
●

Health Care access
The health care system has been directly destroyed by the crisis and
ongoing conflict. Hospitals have been bombed and shelled. More than
80% of Yemen's population lacks food, fuel, drinking water and access
to health care services, which makes it particularly vulnerable to
diseases that can generally be cured or eradicated elsewhere in the
world. The health care system has been decimated by years of
unrelenting war in Yemen.
At the same time, the health care system has been destroyed indirectly
by the lack of funding, lack of medicines and staff. Because there is no
governing government to fund hospitals.

The ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross) has been
working around the clock to bring help to the people of Yemen. The
outbreak of cholera in Yemen infected a staggering million people.
Despite being a completely treatable disease, thousands of people died
from the disease. In addition to cholera, there have been other
contagious diseases as well. A key issue to solve the humanitarian
crisis
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● Famine
Yemen imports 90 percent of its food supplies. Because of the ongoing
war in Yemen, most ports have been closed down. Yemen has been
sliding fast toward what could become one of the world’s worst
famine crises in history. The country is in clear and present of mass
death because of starvation, many as 14 million (half of the
population) could soon entirely dependent on aid to survive.
The war is blocking shipments from getting into the country. Even
after the expansion of relief operations to help an estimated 8 million
people it is still not possible to reach all in need.
Intense fighting around the rebel-held port city of Hodeida, the entry
point for much of the countries food, posed a threat. Food prices have
gone up drastically, as an example, wheat flour is 80-100 percent
more expensive than it was in 2015 before the war started. More than
19 million people lack access to clean water and sanitation because
pumps and treatment facilities have been damaged, and there isn’t
enough fuel to run water systems.
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● Terrorist Activity
Terrorists have targeted civilians from day one of the wars in Yemen.
Dozens of armed groups, including those affiliated with the al-Qaida
and Islamic State terror groups reportedly are escalating attacks in
Yemen, adding to the misery of civilians who have suffered through
civil war. Total civilian casualties in Yemen are predicted as more than
12,000 civilians and 85,000 result of ongoing conflict and famine due
to the war.
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● Displacement issue
Displacement is not a new phenomenon in Yemen, but the number
increases sharply in 2015 after the outbreak of the civil war. Yemen had the
highest number of new internal displacements caused by the conflict in
2015. In the first half of 2015, 285,000 new displacements were recorded;
of those 282,000 associated with conflict and 3,000 with disasters. The total
number of displaced people is more than 2 million people associated with
conflict and violence.
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Major Parties Involved
Houthi rebels
The Houthi rebels began as a theological movement aiming for peace
but now find themselves at the center of an international conflict. The
rise of the Shia rebels began to pick up in August 2014 thousands of
supporters of the movement started protesting in the streets of
Yemeni capital Sanna, they demanded that at the time the current
government to step down. Other demands such as to; those fuel
subsidies, which had been cut significantly in late July, be reinstated.
The Houthis were also demanding a more representative form of
government that would reflect the seats allocated to political groups
and independent activists during Yemen's 10-month National

Dialogue Conference, which mapped out the political future of Yemen
after its 2011 uprising.
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Hadi government:
The Yemeni Crisis began with the 2011–12 revolution against
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, who had led Yemen for more than three
decades (33 years). After Saleh left office in early 2012 as part of a
mediated agreement between the Yemeni government and opposition
groups, the government led by Saleh's former vice president,
Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi, struggled to unite the fractious political
landscape of the country and fend off threats both from Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula and Houthi militants that had been waging a
protracted insurgency in the north for years. In 2014, Houthi fighters
swept into the capital of Sana'a and forced Hadi to negotiate a "unity
government" with other political factions. The rebels continued to
apply pressure on the weakened government until, after his
presidential palace and private residence came under attack from the
militant group, Hadi resigned along with his ministers in January
2015. The following month, the Houthis declared themselves in
control of the government,
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvWWVtZW5pX0NyaXNp
c18oMjAxMeKAk3ByZXNlbnQp

Saudi Arabia, UAE, USA
Saudi Arabia and its allies entered the civil war in Yemen in March
2015, the United States gave its full support to a relentless air
campaign where Saudi warplanes and bombs hit thousands of targets,
including civilian sites and infrastructure, with impunity. Many
reports have claimed that Saudi led warplanes and bombs hit civilian
sites and infrastructure on purpose.
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) plays a key role in the coalition. It
has charted its own course by establishing and supporting local militia
groups in the south.
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Gulf Cooperation Council
states:
A coalition against Houthi rebels
included the Gulf Cooperation Council states (with the exception of
Oman), Egypt, and Sudan, and was backed by the United States and
the United Kingdom.

Iran
Iran has been accused of supporting, arming and financially
supporting the movement of Houthi Rebels. Experts claim that Iranian
designs and technology being used in Houthi missile attacks and
drone designs.

Timeline of Events
1990: Unification of North and South Yemen under President Ali Abdullah
Saleh to form a single government.
1994: Saleh prevents the South and the North of Sudan from splitting.
2003-9: Six wars with Saleh's forces and one with Saudi Arabia are waged
by the northern sect Houthi group.
2011: The protests of the Arab Spring weaken the rule of Saleh, lead to
divisions in the military, and allow al-Qaeda in the Arab Peninsula (AQAP)
to capture the eastern territories.
2012: Saleh steps down in a political transition plan backed by Gulf states.
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi becomes interim president.
2013: AQAP survives military attacks and drone strikes, fueling widespread
attacks while maintaining a constant presence.

2014: The Houthis move rapidly towards the South from Saadeh and
capture Sanaa with Saleh's support on September 21. They call for a share
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of power.
2015: Hadi tries to announce a new federal constitution opposed by the
Iran-aligned Houthis and Saleh, who arrest him. Hadi escapes and triggers
an intervention made by the Saudis.
2016: AQAP takes advantage of the chaos to establish a mini-state around

Mukalla in east Yemen. The UAE backs local forces in a battle that ends
the group’s rule there.
2018: 2018. Coalition-backed forces, including some flying the southern
separatist flag, advance up the Red Sea coast against the Houthis, aiming to
take the port of Hodeidah. Hodeidah handles the bulk of Yemen’s
commercial and aid imports and is critical for feeding the population of 30
million.
2019: The Stockholm Hodeidah truce largely holds but the withdrawal has
yet to develop between the Houthi movement and the Saudi-led coalition.
Violence continues in parts of Yemen outside Hodeidah.

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue
2011: UN Security Council passes a resolution that expresses great concern
for the situation in Yemen.

15 December 2015: Ceasefire comes into force. Violations are reported.

2015-Today: UN Peace Talks take place in many countries.

16 November 2017: UN leaders appeal for an immediate lifting of the
humanitarian blockade in Yemen
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9 July 2019: UN starts a food
aid campaign
in order to help Yemen.

Possible Solutions
1-Restoring a national dialogue to negotiate a peaceful political transition
2-Finding a solution for the involvement of terrorist organizations in the
region
3-Ensuring safe passage for aid organizations
4-Ensuring safe passage for journalists and human rights organizations and
UN bodies to investigate war crime accusations
5-Taking action against war crime committers
6-Ensuring the restoration of Yemen after the end of the war
7-Investigate attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure and ensure that
perpetrators are brought to justice.
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https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/gulf-and-arabianpeninsula/yemen/how-end-war-yemen

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/08/yemen-houthis-hadiprotests-201482132719818986.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/oct/03/yemen-airstrikessaudi-arabia-mbs-us
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