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Welcome Letter from the Secretary General 

It is with my utmost pleasure to welcome you all to the 3rd annual session of EKIN Junior                  

Model United Nations. My name is Isabella Yazici and I will be serving as your Secretary                

General. Our conference will take place in Izmir, Turkey between the 11th and the 13th of                

January, 2019. In alliance with our annual slogan imagine, innovate, inspire we are aiming              

for younger generations to comprehend that they have the capability of changing the world. 

As Albert Einstein once said, “In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.” This year in EKIN                

JMUN we will simulate 12 extraordinary committees. In light of these words, these             

committees will focus on finding the spark of light within all of the darkness and try to solve                  

the crises both our world and the conference presents. I fully believe that every participant               

will do their best to make the world a better place. Both the academic and organizational                

team have worked many hours to bring you the best version of EKIN JMUN and an overall                 

inspiring, unforgettable experience that will stay with you your whole life. 

To come to a conclusion, on behalf of our academic and organizational team I would like to                 

invite you to the third annual session of the biggest JMUN organization in the region. I                

cannot wait to meet you in January. 

Sincerely, 

Isabella Yazici 

EKINJMUN 2019 SG 

 

 



 

TOPIC A: The question of small arms trade and proliferation 

Introduction 

Introduction to the committee: 

Disarmament and International Security (DISEC) was founded in 1952 as the first             
committee out of the six United Nations General Assembly committees for it to propound ideas               
to the Security Council . It currently includes all the United Nation member states and               
observers. The aim of the committee is to find solutions to international disarmament crisis’              
and overall any kinds of threat that will consequently endamage world peace such as gun               
violence and the illegal trade of both chemical and physical weapons. So the resolutions that               
will rise to the surface needs to be written by considering the disarmament effects of the                
subject. But deeply conscious that these resolutions aren’t capable of imposing sanction. In             
today’s world day by day the usage of gun violence increases and that causes the actual need to                  
this committee. For it to raise awareness, demonstrate the importance or find other significant              
solutions to these catastrophical topics. As it also states in United Nations’ Charter, the purpose               
of the DISEC committee is “To promote the establishment and maintenance of international             
peace and security with the least diversion for armaments of the world’s human and economic               
resources. 

B: Introduction to the topic: 

With the end of the Cold War, worldwide consideration turned to the pervasiveness of               
localized armed conflict - or "low-intensity conflict- evaluated to have caused over a million              
deaths in the previous decade, 90% of which are civilians from the aimless utilization of               
savagery. Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) lie at the core of such brutality, in that                
capacity weapons are effortlessly possible and operable. In addition to the fact that they are               
utilized by civilian armies, guerillas and warriors in conflict zones, they are regularly far              
reaching amongst crime syndicates and terrorist groups. This has had serious effect on creating              
nations - government assets are occupied from significant open administrations, for example,            
wellbeing and instruction, outside speculation and monetary development take a dive, and            
society is denied of the abilities and work of small arms exploited people, some of whom are                 
even enlisted into posses and volunteer armies since youthful. SALW allude to any weapon that               
can be conveyed or worked by a couple of people. These range from firearms - guns, ambush                 
rifles, and light automatic weapons - to rocket launchers, explosive launchers, mortars and             
shoulder-shot enemy of airplane rocket launchers. By definition, these weapons are versatile,            
convenient and generally simple to work, rendering them open to the normal non military              
personnel. 



 

 

Source: http://www.slideshare.net/genevadeclaration/frank-boateng-asomani-national-commission-on-small-arms-light-weapons-ghana 

 

 

Source  http://www.slideshare.net/genevadeclaration/frank-boateng-asomani-national-commission-on-small-arms-light-weapons-ghana  

 

The proliferation of small arms is no uncertainty an appropriate issue in developed countries,              
for example, the US, where weapon control has been a subject of much contention. In any case,                 
the nature of SALW trade in developed nations contrasts essentially from whatever is left of the                
world. In this way for the motivations behind an increasingly organized discussion, we will              
concentrate on the SALW trade in developing countries looked with frail state assurance, weak              

http://www.slideshare.net/genevadeclaration/frank-boateng-asomani-national-commission-on-small-arms-light-weapons-ghana


 

law requirement and protracted conflict zones. The infographic underneath is illustrative of            
the effect and dissemination of small arms the world over and gives a smart thought of which                 
developed countries are most unfavorably influenced by the trade. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW): SALW is a term used in arms control protocols to                
refer to two main classes of man portable weapons. 

Low-Intensity Conflict (LIC): LIC is a military conflict, usually localised, between two or more              
state or non-state groups which is below the intensity of conventional war. It involves the               
state's use of military forces applied selectively and with restraint to enforce compliance with              
its policies or objectives. 

Non-Conflict Armed Violence: Any violence by civilians outside of a war involving weapons.             
This includes drug related violence and domestic violence. Also included are homicides,            
suicides, social cleansing  and gender based violence.  

General Overview 

The proliferation of small arms and light weapons (SALW) affects security while anti-personnel             
mines and explosive remnants of war kill and maim both people and livestock long after the                
end of hostilities. Both can have destabilising effects on social, societal and economic             
development and can represent major challenges to regional and national security. 

International actions regarding the SALW have been a key focal point in disarmament. The              
subject was first broached by the UN in 1991, where Resolution A/RES/46/36 mandated an              
expert panel surveying the type and flow of illicit small arms around the world. In 1998, the UN                  
Office on Disarmament (UNODA) was created both to promote nuclear non-proliferation and            
disarmament in conventional weapons such as landmines and small arms. 

The trade in small arms is probably one of the least transparent trade systems worldwide.               
Although it happens worldwide, it mostly occurs in areas of armed conflict and organized              
crime. This is where the demand is highest. It is logical that arms are not trafficked in great                  
numbers which makes it so much more difficult to trace. This is when a lot of shipments are                  
made, with only a few arms on board, so that over time this will result in a large amount of                    
small arms for one party. This style is used near for example, the USA-Mexican border. 

Another way of transferring small arms illegally, used by some governments, especially in             
Africa, is by transferring weapons to small groups, such as non-state armed groups or terrorist               
organizations with similar political ideas. This is in contradiction with the UN arms embargoes              
and treaties. 



 

To summarize SALW also contribute to the escalation of criminal violence, firearm sales from              
developed to developing countries are often legal, but fall into the wrong hands due to a lack of                  
adequate monitoring and local law enforcement is either weak or corrupt. 

Delegates must consider the questions regarding the topic such as how to strengthen local law               
enforcements and how to stop legal trade from going to illegal hands.  

 

Timeline of Events 

 
1998 

 
The G8 Meet in Birmingham, UK. Small arms were a major topic.  

 
1999 

    
Small arms are a subject of conversation at the Security Council 
Meeting. 
 
UN General Assembly votes to hold the United Nations Conference 
on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms (UNCITSA), which is to be held two 
years later . 
 

 
2001 

 

    
UNCITSA was held in New York. This resulted in the adoption of 
'Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit 
Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects‘ 
 

 
2006 

    
The Geneva Declaration is first adopted by 42 states. 
 
The Review Conference of the UNCITSA is held. 
 
A/RES /61/89 is adopted by the UN General Assembly. 

 

 



 

 

 

  

TOPIC B: The destabilizing effect of foreign military bases in          

sovereign states 

Introduction 

 Introduction to the topic 

Ever since the development of the modern city-state in Ancient Greece, the concept of               
military bases outside a nation’s territory has been established. Foreign military bases were at              
their peak during the Cold War. Ever since the end of the Cold War, there has been a decrease                   
in the number of overseas military developments, particularly so from the Soviet side.             
However the number of foreign US bases has not just stayed the same, but increased with the                 
advent of the Gulf Wars from the early 1990s. The Russian Federation has 25 military bases                
abroad, mostly located in the ex-Soviet republics of Eastern Europe. France and Britain’s             
overseas military bases are mostly the remnants of past colonies. Undoubtedly the largest             
network of military bases across the world is that of the USA. The US Department of Defence                 
defines foreign military bases in the following terms: “The term ‘military installation’ means a              
base, camp, post, station, yard, centre, homeport facility or any ship, or any other activity under                
the jurisdiction of a department, agency, or other instrumentality of the Department of             
Defense, including a leased facility, except that such term shall not include any facility used               
primarily for civil works, rivers and harbor projects, or flood control projects. An installation is               
a grouping of facilities, located in the same vicinity, which support the same Air Force               
operations.” 

Foreign military bases are controversial for their negative effects on host countries, and for the               
way that they contravene the international norm of sovereignty. This topic seeks to focus on               
how the spread of foreign military bases across the world has affected host nations and what                
the best international framework or unified strategy to deal with the problems posed by such               
bases would be. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 



 

Status of Force Agreement(SOFA): SOFA is an agreement that a host and a foreign nation’s               
stationing forces sign in order to determine the privileges, rights, limits of a foreign personnel               
in a host country. The rules of the agreement can be changed from time to time due to the                   
different laws, platforms, financial support and security reinforcement each host country           
provide. Bearing in mind that a SOFA is not a mutual defense, it just forms a mechanism to                  
protect the foreign personnel under a legal platform.  

Host country: The country that holds the military bases of foreign countries. 

A sovereign state: A government who has full control over their country(socially,            
economically and politically) within a defined territory. 

Destabilizing: Reducing, endamaging or undermining the power, the stability or the function            
of something. 

 

 

General Overview 

     Emphasizing that the issue “destabilizing effect of foreign military bases in sovereign 
countries” is a major problem that has harmed states economically, socially and politically. 
Efforts to resolve the  issue are currently still going on. The problems can be divided into 
several parts. The primary  problem can be stated as military bases being factors and 
components for wars or any kind of a disarmament  threat against the world peace. The bases 
provide an increase of violence and destabilizes international stability. These bases harm 
people on a local, and the countries on an international level. There are an extreme amount of 
reports concerning people who live near the bases. THese reports show that locals  often 
experience high levels of rape, harassment, abuse, loss of land or livelihood,  pollution and 
health hazards caused by the testing of nuclear, mechanical, chemical, conventional or 
non-conventional weapons . 

     Currently there over 100 countries and territories that house foreign militaries. Which are 
mainly countries have lost major wars in the past(especially the first and the second world) 
Which means countries such as Germany, Italy, Japan have the most  amount of foreign military 
bases while countries such as France and UK currently have bases mostly in their past colonies. 
France has a particularly stronger force at South Pacific and Africa while UK is stronger at 
South Atlantic and around the Mediterranean. From an economical aspect, foreign bases 
provide massive financial contributions to the host countries. Since the military bases create 
new work platforms for personnels and soldiers. But this doesn’t change the fact that countries 
have to give an extortionate amount of money off of their revenues to these bases since the 



 

government is the one who funds the needs of the military from weapons to the healthcare of 
the soldiers.  For instance the United States of America has approximately  800 military bases 
(even after shutting down hundreds of bases in Iraq and Afghanistan). They cost about 85 to 
100  billion dollars, where if you include the troops and bases at the warzones, the stats can 
reach to 160 to 200 billion dollars.  

Boycotts and resistance to foreign military bases play a crucial part of our topic . There are                  
450 community-based campaigns against foreign military bases for them to either shut down             
or change their working habits. For example, the people of Okinawa, Japan has started a three                
year long daily blockade of the construction work. These occurred due to 30% of the island                
being used by the US military since World War II. Even after an excessive amount of reports                 
about rape, violent crime and pollution caused by the chemical weapons the facility is still               
active. But in 2003, the majority of the people who suffered from these kinds of situations                
decided to constitute a global conference where they could discuss the problem and have an               
international opinion about the topic. 

Furthermore as an example for this agenda and the social, economic and political aspects               
of it, in the book Imperial Footprint: America’s Foreign Military bases, by 
Zoltan Grossmanitit states:”The environmental, political, and economic impact of these bases is            
enormous and, despite Pentagon claims that the bases simply provide security to the regions they               
are in, most of the world’s people feel anything but reassured by this global reach. Some                
communities pay the highest price: their farmland taken for bases, their children neurologically             
damaged by military jet fuel in their water supplies, their neighbors imprisoned, tortured, and              
disappeared by the autocratic regimes that survive on U.S. military and political support given as               
a form of tacit rent for the bases. “ 

Each military base has a different purpose and working principle. Some bases are test               
centres for new weapons, including nuclear testing (which is one of the complains of the local                
people living near the bases); others are training facilities for soldiers, or joint training              
locations. There are facilities serve as intelligence operations, for instance the world-wide            
network of “Echelon” bases that monitor all email, phone and data communications traffic.  

Emphasizes that one of the main problems of our topic is that there is a lack of                  
inconsistency of controls over military bases. In most of the cases, SOFA or other organisations               
and agreements that are specifically about our topic aren’t capable of having a full access and                
control over bases. And it is a necessity to find a solution to this lack of layout and concurrence. 

 

 

 



 

 

Timeline of Events 

Fifth 
century 

BC 

The oldest written source about military bases can be found in the 
writings of Thucydides. Which narrates the Peloponnesian War of 
fifth century BC. 

 
1930s 

Oversea bases in sovereign nations became a more acceptable 
reality. 

 
2007 

 

A command  by the US military entered in operations out of the 
offices of the US European Command in Stuttgart, Germany, and is 
currently seeking a permanent state to host it in Africa. 

 
2008 

Gibraltar comprises approximately 900 personnels and is strategic 
to dominate the entrance of the western world from Atlantic to the 
Mediterranean during the wars. 
 

 
2014 

The 3,000 British military bases in Akrotiri and Dhekelia had been 
used to support the operations in Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya. 

 
2018 

8,000 UK personnels in military bases are still in Afghanistan to fight 
against Taliban. 
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